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THE following ſermons on Rev. x. 6. 7. were 

the laſt which the author preached from the 
pulpit. But ſo great was his delight in his Maſter's 
work, and fo earneſt his deſire to be found occupied 
therein, when he ſhould be called hence, that he 
preached two or three Sabbaths from a window in 
the Manſe to the people fitting without, after that 
he was no longer able to go to the kirk. And as 
the two Sabbaths, or three at moſt, in which he was, 
by his growing indiſpoſition, laid aſide from his pu- 
blic work, were very heavy upon him ; ſo his Ma- 
ſter was pleaſed to call him home on the Saturday, 
May 20. 1732. to celebrate the eternal Sabbath in 
that place where the — Joon "el Joy any 
more, 4 am f Ck. 
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| TROMASs BosToNn. 
Oxnam Manſe, 


July 2. 1753- 


On the death of Mr Thorns Bos ron. 


The great, the grave, judicious Bos rox's gone, 
Who once *, like Athanaſius bold, ſtood firm alone; 
Whoſe golden pen to future times will bear 

His fame, till in the clouds his Lox D appear 7. 


1 ” 


R. ERSKINE, 


Meaning the appearance made by him at the General Aſſem 
5 1729, in the affair of Profeſſor Sr. 


5 
Meaning his moſt excellent writings. ö 
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A The End of Time, ang” his Myſtery of 
God finiſhed with it. 


Rev. x. 6. 7. 
And ſware t hat there ſhnuld be time no longer e but 4 
—the myſtery of God ſhould be finiſhed, 17 


N. B. The firſt ſermon was reaches Dun * 


| H E going out of an old year, and the £0» 
"Is * 2 ming in of a new, doth ſo; natively lead to 
4 conſider the paſſing nature of time, that 
© they muſt be very carnal, light, and inconlidetate, 
[3 to whom ſuch an event occaſions not ſerious thoughts. 
For while one ſees time on ſuch a run, how can one 
* miſs the thought of its running out, or that there 
J be time us longer ? as ſaith the text. 
* In which we have a depoſition, or a matter de, 
clared upon oath, made by a mighty angel, Chriſt 
we Angel of the covenant, whoſe glory and mazelty 
is inconceivable, as clothed with a cloud; darken» 
fo ing all created glory, as the ſun dath the ſtars; and 
'Z whoſe diſpenſations of providence are ſteady and 
F ure, as pillars of fire, verſ. 1, The geſture uſed 
Ub him in ſwearing, is not laying his hand upon the 
bock, though he had one in his hand; that is Anti- 
bh chriſt's way of ſwearing : but it is lifting up the hand 
to heaven, verſ. 5. the oatural and approved geſture in 
Zan oath, as being a ſolemn invocating of God who 
Avelleth there. The ſcope of the depoſition: i Is, to 
comfort the church againſt the heavineſs of the * 
pf Antichriſt brought in by the fifth trumpet, as 
he Turk were by the ſixth. , The parts. of. the de» 
poſition are two. 
1 1. The negative part, that time ſhould be no long- 
* Gr. that time ſhall not be any more. Moſt interpre- 
A 2 ters 
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ters uhderſtand this reſtrictedly, of the time of the þ 
Roman empire, or the Antichri/tian tyranny ; others, 
abſolutely, of the world's ending, time's removal 
for good and all, and eternity ſucceeding in its 
| room ; no more -days, months, or years. This I 
| take to be the true ſenſe. For (1.) It is agreeable 
| to the ſcope, being a general including the particular 
| of the time of the reign of Antichriſt, who is not 
| totally deſtroyed til] under the ſeventh vial, that 
| brings in the end of the world, chap. xvi. 17.—2t. 
(2.) Moſt apreeable to the word, which is preciſely 
time, not the time. (3.) To the circumſtances af 
| the action noted ir the context: the little book, 
| bean at the ſmall number of events remaining to 
e fulfilled; the right foot on the ſea, the left 
| on the earth, noting his univerſal dominion, how he 
could make the ſea move ho more, and tread away 7 
| this earth, verſ. 2. ; then the ſeven thunders, noting 
ſeven other things to take place under the ſeventh 
trumpet, viz. the ſeven vials, which bring the world 
to an end. And in relation to theſe, it is ſaid time 
Should not be any more, or longer than theſe are run- 
ning, verſ. 3. 4. Finally, the deſcription of the party 
ſworn by, viz. God, that is, Chriſt himſelf, wo 
ſwears by himſelf ; deſcribed here as living for ever, 
moſt appoſitely to the mentioning of the ending of 
time; as Creator of the world and all therein, and | 
therefore able to bring it to an end. | | 
OsBJzcr. Bur to what purpoſe ſhould that be 
confirmed by an oath, which 7% knew well enough, (= 
and no body is ignorant of? Ans. John knew be- 
fore, and fo did others, that time and the world 
would have an end ſome time or other: but he 
knew not that it would end under the ſeventh trumpet, # 
| that it would not laſt & moment longer than that 
1 trumpet; which is the thing here aſſerted. The 7 
2 which leads to, 5 | | 1 
*. 2. The poſitive part of the oath, that in the a I 
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he of the voice of the ſeventh angel the myſlery of God 
rs, © "ſhould be finiſhed. Some underſtand this myſtery in 
val a reſtrained ſenſe; ſome of the end of the world, 
its the reſurrection and general judgment; ſome of the 
; I calling of the Jews, and overthrow of Antichrilt. 
ble Ad theſe indeed are called my/feries, 1 Cor. xv. 51. 
lar Behold, I ſheu you a myſtery ; We ſhall not all (leep, but 
not we ſhall ali be changed. Rom. xi. 25. I would not, 
hat © brethren, that ye ſbauld be ignorant of this myſtery, 
21. that blindneſs in part is happened to Iſrael, un- 
ſely ti the fulneſs of the Gentiles be come in. 2 Theſſ. ij, 
of 7. The myſtery of iniquity doth already work - only he 
ok, who now letteth, will let, until he be taken out of the 
x to way. But no where, that I have obſerved, is an 

left of them called the my/tery of God. Belides, the 5 
he niſhing ff the myſtery here mentioned, plainly ſup- 
way poſeth that my/{cry, whatever it was, to be begun, 
ting and well far on befor: the ſeventh trumpet, or days 
enth of the ſeventh angel; which agrees to none of theſe. 


orld © Wherefore 1 underſtand it with others more general- 
time © ly, and take it to be meant of the whole of the di- 
run- vine management in the world, in purſuance of and 
* according to the goſpel ſcheme and contrivance, call- 

who ed the myſtery of God, Col. ii. 2. This is a myſtery þ 

ever, of many parts; therefore called the myſteries of the 

g of © kingdom of Cod, Luke viii, 10. all which parts being 
and * myſterious, the kingdom itſelf is a myſtery, known 
only to believers, truly, though yet imperfectly ; 
at be as faith our Lord, Mark iv. 11, Unto you it is given 
5ugh, wt to know the myſtery of the kingdom of God ; but unt 
de- them that are without, all theſe things are done in 
vorld A parables, The myſtery of the kingdom of God. There 


ut he have been many kingdoms in the world, eſpecially 
wpet, be four monarchies, all which are now gone; the 
that kingdom of Antichriſt, a myſtery of iniquity, has 
The long made a great figure, and is not yet come whol- 


5, ly to an end: but in the time of all theſe God 
days © had and yet has a kingdom, which is the myſtery of 
of 8 
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God, which has long been, and yet is going on. But 
it will be finiſhed in bringing the work to perfection, in 
completing the happineſs of his people, and ruin of his 
enemies, at the end of time. Then Chriſt ſhall have 
delivered up the kingdom finiſhed, 1 Cor. xv. 24. 
The time of the finiſhing it is in the days of the 
voice of the ſeventh angel, which days take in all 
the {even vials. When it ſhall begin to ſound, then 
the finiſhing of the myſtery of God begins, the laſt 
period of that myſterious kingdom of God comes 
in: the which finiſhing is carried on by degrees, in 
the ſeven vials, till it is perfectly finiſhed by the laſt 
of them. And then time, and the myſtery of God 
in his kingdom in this world, 'end both together. 
Now we are within the finiſhing period. 


Two doctrines may be deduced from the words. 
Docr. I. I is a matter of greateſt weight and 
concern io mankind, that there is a certain period 


ſet, and in the general revealed, at which time comes 


to an end, and never ſhall be any more. This is 
a ſworn point, and a good man will not ſwear but 
what is of weight ; it is ſworn by the Lord himſelf, 
therefore it is of the greateſt weight. 


- Jo iſcourfieg this A0 ctriue, 1 Mall Conſider, 


I. This truth itſelf, That there is a period ſet at 


which time ſhall be no more. 


II. The weight of it, and its concern to man- 
kind. 


III. Laſtly, Apply. 


I. We ſhall conſider this truth itſelf, That there is 
a period ſet at which time ſhall be no more. This 
implies.” _ | 

1. That time had a beginning. Time is the mea- 

fare of the creature's duration by its ſeveral * 

| 0 
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ſo it could be of no ancienter date than the erea- 
tion. It began with the world, Gen. i. 1. There 
Was a day, a year, that was the firſt, before which 
there was not another. But eternity was before, and 


will be after time; which therefore appears at preſent 
like a ſmall iſland lifting up its head in the midſt of 

the ocean. | 
2. Time has run from the beginning, and is run- 


ning on in an uninterrupted courſe of addition of 


moments, hours, days, months, and years. About 
four thouſand years of it paſſed before the birth of 
: Chriſt ; and now is begun the one thouſand ſeven 
kundred and thirty- ſecond year from that happy 
period. So there want not three bundted years 
now to complete the world's weck of ſix thouſand 
years; after which many have thought the eternal 
Sabbath woud come. But as yet time is, and the 
myſtery. of God is not yet finiſhed, nor the treaty 
with ſinners broken off. . | | 
3. Time will come to an end. It has run long 
but it will run out at length. The laſt ſand in the glals 
of this world will paſs, and then its glaſs is run out, 
and not to be turned again. The period is ſet in the 
ivine decree, the laſt day and hour, though no man 
nows them. 
No time coming to an end, the things of time 
go too, being ſwept away with it. So, that time 
Hall be no longer, nor be any more, ſpeaks theſe fol- 
Aowing weighty things; viz. That there is a ſet 
period at which, 

1. This preſent world ſhall be no more; theſe 
| Los and earth ſhall paſs away by the general 
conflagration, 2 Pet. iii. 10. The day of the Lord 
will come as a thief in the night, in the which the 
heavens ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, and the 
elements ſhall melt with fervent heat; the earth alſo, 
and the works that are therein ſhall be burnt up. Time 
"and they began together, and they will end together. 
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Men are buſy now, who to get moſt of this earth; 
and a mighty pother is made about it, like ants in a 
hillock ; and could they get the heavens marched 
too, they would no doubt incloſe ſo much of them 
for themſelves alſo. But then the hillock will be 
ſcattered, the ſtage taken down, not a bit of earth 
left for their foot. 

2. New years ſhall be no more. The year will 
come, the month, the day, hour, and minnte, after 


which there ſhall never be another. All theſe are 


* of time; ſo time being at an end, there will 
no more of them. The annual motion of the 
ſun, and, its diurnal motion about the earth, make 
years and days: but where are they when the hea- 
vens pals away with a great noiſe, and the earth is 
burnt up? So the ſcripture frequently mentions the 
laſt day, as John vi. 40. Let us improve our years 
then for eternity, and count our days ſo as to apply 
our hearts to wiſdom. | 


3. The different ſeaſons will be no more. There 


will be no more ſummer and winter, ſeed-time and 
harveſt. They were once intermitted for a while, 
during the deluge : then it was ſecured there ſhould 
not be another intermitting of them, but withal that 
they ſhould end for good and ali, with time, Ger. 
Viii. 22. While the earth remaineth, ſeed-time and 
harveſt, and cold and heat, and ſummer and winter, 
and day and night, ſhall not ceaſe. There will be an 
eternal ſpring in heaven; but an eternal winter as it 


were in hell, where is gnaſhipg of teeth. Now theſe + 
ſeaſons roll about: but time ending, that revolution 


of ſeaſons is no more. | 

4: The bulineſs of this life ſhall be no more. 
There ſhall be no more tilling of the ground, tend- 
ing of flocks, merchandizing, nor trades. All theſe 


"_ 
7 


belong to the faſhion of this world, which paſſeth a- 


way. There are none of them without toil : but 
then the righteous reſt from their labours ; — g 
the 
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the wicked will have their toil of another ſort, under 


the burden of divine wrath. How unhappy muſt 
they be who have no pleaſure nor ſatisfaction in any 


thing elſe, ſince theſe are not to laſt ? Ho 

5. The means of ſuſtaining this life ſhall be no 
more. There ſhall he no more eating, drinking, 
nor ſleeping. Theſe take up a great part of our time 
now, in the doing of them: and in providing for back 
and belly the whole time of many goes. But time 
being gone, the ſaints ſhall be ſupported and ſatiſ- 
hed without meat or drink, and refreſhed without 
ſleep; and the wicked will not get a drop of water to 
cool their tongue,” nor reſt night nor day. 

6. Relations ſhall be no more. Time going diſſolves 
them al, as fellow-travellers part when come to 


- thelr journey's end. There ſhall be no more magi- 
ſtrates and ſubjects, miniſters and people, huſbands 


relation betwixt Chriſt and his 


and wives, parents and children, maſters and . ſer- 


vants : Job iii. 19. The (ſmall and great are there, 


and the ſervant is free from his maſter. wi the 
| aud 


people as hea 


members, which is not of this world, ſhall remain; 
and fo the relation to God as his children, Luke xx. 


35. 36. who are the children of God, being the chil- 
' > dren of the reſurrection. Among Adam's children, 


the children are ſubject to their parents, and infe- 


© riors to ſuperiors : but at the reſurrection, all the 


ſaints will be immediately ſubject to God, one as 


well as another; all the wicked ſubjected under him 


as his enemies. 
7. Space for repentance ſhall be no more. Now 


- ſinners have time to repent and turn to God, aſſu- 


nor place for repentance, Matth. xxv. 10. 


+ time of trial is over; and they who have miſimpro- 
ven it, cannot be taken 


ted of welcome on their returning. But time once 
gone, as the tree is fallen, it muſt lie for ever. There 


Mall be no more means of grace, offers of Chriſty 
The 


on a ſecond trial. 
B 8. Tribulation 
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1 Tribulation and adverſi ity of the godly ſhall be 
no'more. They mult have it, cannot mils it; but 
then it is in the world only ; as ſaith our Lord, John 
Xvi. 3 3. bt the world ye ſhall have tribulation: but be 
of good chear; haue overcome the world. When time 
is at an end, Their trials ate at an end, and they ſhall 
have an eternal recompenſe, the days. of their mourn- 
ing are ended. They ſhall Took back on their ſorrows 
5 waters chat fail; their griefs ran long, but the 
brook dries u „being but a winter-brook. 
9, laſtly, he proſperity and comfort of the wick- 
ed (Like xvii 25.) ſhall be no more. Now the ſun 
of proſperity often ſhines on them, and the godly 
are ſometimes ſtumbled at it, as you will find in 
P/al. Ixxiti. ; and they themſelves harcened by it, as 
appears from Eccl. viii. 11, Becauſe ſentence againſt 
an evil work is nit executed ſpeedily therefore the 
heart of the ſins of men is fully ſet in them to do e. 
vil. Bat ſtay till. the end of time, that the web, of 
providence be cut out, it will appear. there was no 
cauſe for either of theſe. Whatever comforts they 
enjoy in time; there will be a total eclipſe of their 
comfort at the end of time. 


II. The ſecond thing is, The weight of this truth, 
und its concern to mankind. That it is of weight and 
concern 'to them, appears in its being ſworn to 
99-7 ; which implies theſe three things. 

I. That men are very heedleſs about it, and flow 
to believe ir, and be impreſſed with it. The virgins 
would fain lumber and ſleep, and therefore care not 
for looking for the coming of the bridegroom. © Moſt 
men are'fo in love with the things of time, that they 
deſire no other ſtate of affairs. And becauſe they 
have no will time ſhonld end, they work up thera- 
ſelyes to a belief, that there is little hazard of its 
ending ; and confirm themſelves t therein, from that 
there is no appearance of i its ending ; like thoſe ſeo 
ers 
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fers who faid, Where is the promiſe of his eomiig ? 9 
for ſince the father fell aſleep, all things continue as. 
they were from the verinning of the creations,” 2 Per. 
lit. 4. 
21. A legal intimation made to them of its ending 
* Whether it is believed or not, it is duly intimated; 
in che moſt folemn manner, unto all to whom the 
Bible comes. So they are fairly warned, and can- 
not pretend igriorance : and this intimarioh will 
have its weight certainly, when the wen * ſeen 
> fulfilled. . 
* That the period of time is ugalterabty gien 
the bounds of it ſer, beyond which it cannot 903 
® for it is ſet by an oath. Often did "the" HFaelites 
provoke the Lord, yet he bore with then! but at 
length he ſware, that they ſhould not enter into his 
© reſt. And there was no reverſing of that Now he 
has ſet the bounds of time, and confirmed it by oath; 
no prayers nor intreaties can prevail to W ir an 
hour beyond the ſet period. 4 
The weight of the thing Hes in theſe rte A 
1. That then that which concerns mankind's hap- 

| pineſs or milery, is completed; the ſtate of proba- 
8 - bo is over, and the ſtate of recompenſe takes place 
in perfection, both as to their bodies and fouls, 


550 0 Here at this turning point, the end of time, every 
one is brought to his utmoſt pitch, the godly of hap- 

Now 3 pineſs, the wicked of miſery. And what Can be of 

e center weight: 

wi 2. That then eternity ſucceeds, the ſtate wo all 


Moſt 4 for ever unalterable, no end to be expected more, 
"Whatever cale we are now in, we know it will have 


334 an end, there will be an alteration, and we may 

New | meaſure the time of its continuance: but eter- 

fis Pity fixes unalterably, and there is no more to 

that Apneafure by. Therefore this matter is of greateſt 
weight. > 

15 3. laftly, That now or never muſt be done wh 1 
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is to be done for eternity. Hence our Lord, ſaid, 

John ix. 4, I muſi work the works of him that ſent 

me, while it is. day the night cometh when no man 

can work, Time ending, no more can be done of 

that nature. It is not ro be expected it will begin 

ans that men may do what they did not while it 
| | | 


sx. Then be exhorted ſuitably to improve this | 
intimation of. time's ending. And, 4 
13. Look beyond time, this world, and the ſtate 
of things in it; carry your views into the other 
world, to eternity: 2 Cor. iv. 18. Logk not at the © 
things which are ſeen, but at the things which are 
not ſeen :, for the things which are ſeen, are tempo- 
ral: but the things which are not ſeen, are eternal. ; 
1 


| 
| 
| O, why ſhguld we confine our view. to time, which 
. muſt end and be no more; and negle& the ſueceed- 
* ing eternity, which affords a boundleſs proſpect? It 
| would be profitably ſpent time, that were ſpent in 
7 meditating on eternity, what we ſhall be there, what 
1 ſhall be our eternal lot. | | 
J 2. Lift your hearts frem off the things of time, 
4 and ſet them on thoſe that are eternal: Col. iii. 2. 
1 Set your affection on things above, not on things n 
a | 25 earth. It is impoſſible the former ſhould be a 
| 
| 


uitable portion for a rational creature, that muſt be 
for ever, ſince they muſt end with time. It is but 
a ſmall portion of the things of time we can get, 
however eagerly we purſue. But 1 we could 
have them all, there is yet a period ſet, at which e- 
ven in that caſe we would have nothing. How much 
more wiſely would we act, to ſet our hearts on things 
| that are eternal? 6 | * 
1 3. Uſe this world paſſingly, as pilgrims and ſtran- | 
| gers in it; for the faſhion 715 paſleth away, 1 Cor. 
| vii. 29. 30. 31. The time is ſhort. It remaizeth, |” 
1 that ffs they that have wives, be as though they had 
X | none: 


1 me, 
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none; and they that weep, as thongh they wept not g 
and they that rejoice, as though they rejciced nat; 
adud i hey that buy, ' as though they poſſeſſed nut; and 
'* they tbat uſe this world, as not abufing it Jer the 
* faſbien of this world paſſeth away. i There is no wiſ- 
dom in dipping deep therein, loading ourſelves with 
its thick clay. Thar will but retard us in our way 
to the better world, and occaſion ſuch a throng, as 
to keep us from our main work till the time for it is 
over and gone. 

Let not the frowns. of this world, the troubles 
Bf trials of the preſent life, make deep impreflion 
on us : let us guard ourſelves againſt that, by con- 
ſidering they will not laſt. They are but clouds, 
that, be they never ſo thick and black, will vaniſh a- 
way ere long. And if we are Chriſt's, we will ſoon 
have an eternal fun-ſhine ; if not, the thickeſt clouds 
that are here, are nothing comparable to the black- 
ne of darkneſs for ever. 3 
F. Be not lifted up with the world's ſmiles, nor 
value yourſelves on worldly proſperity : for time will 
put an end to this alſo. Time-honours, wealth, and 
eaſe, are but like bubbles of water, that in a mo- 
ment will come to nothing. Whatever differences be 
no among men, occaſioned by theſe outward things, 
they are confined within the boundaries of a few 
2X years ; which being run out, the ſervant is as good 
as the maſter, and the poor as the rich. 

6. laſtly, Improve time while it laſts, for the ends 
it is given you for, And that is for, 
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N 8 kingdom of Chriſt. Hence ſaid the good King He- 
Leliab, If, xxxviii. 19. The living, the living, he ſhall 
1. | praiſe 
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praiſe thee, at I do this day + the father to the chile 
dren ſhall make known thy truth.” OOO OOO 
3. laſtly," Serving your generation in uſefulneſs te 
mankind, ſeeking to forward the ſpiritual and tem- 
poral good of others; as David did, Acts xili. 36. 
who ſerved his vwn generation by the will of Cod. 


 Docr. II. Ar time it continued for carrying on 
the myſtery of Cod in his kingdom, among men, ſo 
there is a period ſet, at which that myſtery will be 
finiſbed, and lime end with it. | 


In difcourſing this doctrine, we ſhall conſider, 

I. The myſtery of God' in his kingdom among 

men, generally and particularly. As wg 

II. The relation betwixt the myſtery of God and 
time. | | 

III. laſtly, Apply. | 


I. We ſhall conſider the myſtery F God in his 
king dom among men. And in the general we ſhall 
re | | un 
1/?, What that myſtery of God is. 
2dly, In what reſpects the kingdom of God is a 
myſtery, E at 
 Firxsr, We ſhall cogſider what that reyſtery of 
God is. A myſtery is a ſecret or hidden thing, hid 
under ſome vail or other from the eyes of beholders;; 
which vail muſt be drawn by ere one can fee it. 
The ſcripture mentions two myſteries. ' | 
1. The myſtery of iniquity, 2 Theſſ. it. 7. The my- 
(ery of iniquity doth already work. And that is the 
kingdom of Antichriſt, Rev. xvii. 5. And upon her 


forehead was a name written, Myſtery, Babylon the 5 
great, the mother of harlots, and abominations of the © 


earth, That is a wyſtery, hiding the greateſt ini- 
quity under a vail of ſanctity, carrying on m_ de- 
igns 


2 
5 
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figns of hell under pretences of Heaven's countenance, 
2 Theſſ. ii. . 10. Even him , whoſe coming is after 
BP the working of Satan, with all p:wer, and figns, and 
& lying a ers, and with all decervableneſs of unr ig h- 
> teuufneſs, in them that periſh ; becauſe they received 
not the love of the truth, that they might be ſaved. 
s Hence, for many bundreds of years, the world won- 
dered after the beaſt, taking Antichriſt, the great 
0 enemy of Chriſt, for his vicar and chief ſer vant: 
though ſome now and then ſaw through this myſte- 
5 jo ry, and at the reformation the vail was taken off, to 
Wt be * ſeveral nations. | 
4. The myſtery of Cod, as in the text. And as the 
former is a myſtery ot iniquity, this is a my/tery of 
| e 1 Tim. iii. 16. Without contr roverſy zi great 
is the myſtery of godlineſs. Godly in its nature and 
tendency. As the former is the kingdom of Anti- 
chriſt, this is the kingdom of Chriſt, the kingdom 
1 God carries on among men by Chriſt, as the devil 
Carries on the other among them by Antichriſt, So. 
the ſcripture manifeſtly refers this myſtery to Chriſt, 
I Tim. ili. 16. #ithout controverſy, great is the my- 
ery of godlineſs.: Ged was manifeſt in the fleſb, 
Kc. Col. ii. 2.—To the acknowledoment of the my- 
ſlery of God, and of the. Father, and of Chriſt. There 
are myſteries of God in nature: but the great my- 
& ſtery of God is in Chriſt; in whom, there lies hid 


v3 wmore of God than in a thouſand worlds, and by 
„bid vhom God carries on a myſterious kingdom among 
ders; men, the kingdom of Chriſt, called the myſtery f 
he king dom of Cod, Mark iv. 11. For the better un- 


ir, ae whereof, 


"JB 2+ Conlider, God from eternity choſe to himſelf, 
s the out of fallen mankind, a ckurch, in the ſalvation. of 
| her whom he ſhould be glorified for ever. Theſe are 
on + be general afſjembly aud church the: firſt- born, 
5 „ Mrwbich are written in heaven, Heb. Xil, 23. They 
. pere to come into the world. in, different ages, ong 


generati 
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on his Son Jon Chriſt, given him the kingdom a- 
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generation of them after another, and to tarry an | 


I 
+ 
7 
A 


appointed time in the world, ere they [hould be tranſ- 
ported into heaven. And many of them are not yet 
born, nor will be in a haſte. dP ITN | 
2. There behoved to be a divine conduct about 
them, for fulfilling of this purpofe of God anenr 
them. There were many things ſtood in the way of 
it. They are naturally enemies to God, and would 
not come to him ; without ſtrength, and unable to | 
come; there is a bar of juſtice in their way, as ſin- 
ners, that mars their acceſs, though they were both 
willing and able: there are enemies to keep them 
back alrogether, and when they do come to him, to 
draw them away from him again. Therefore it is 
God himſelf mult take the conduct of them for that 
purpoſe, otherwiſe it will never be fulfilled : nn 
vi. 44. No man can come to me, except the Father 1 
which hath ſent me, draw him. Phil. ii. 13. For jt © 
ts God which worketh in you, both to will and to do 
his gobd pleaſure. ET | 
3. The Father has devolved this conduct of them 


mong men for fulfilling this eternal purpoſe of love: 
V. lv. 4. Behold, I have given him for a witneſs to the 
people, a leader and commander tn the penple. God 
had a people in Egypt whom he minded for Canaan- 
he gave Mo/es and Aaron the charge to bring them 
out, to lead them throngh the wilderneſs forty years, 
and then Joſbua to bring them in to, and ſeat them 
ia the promiſed land. Theſe all were types of Chriſt, 7 


on whom is devolved the charge of bringing the 


church of the elect out of the ſtare of their ſpiritua! 
bondage, through this world, into heaven. Thu: 
the whole power is lodged in the hand of Chriſt the 
Son of God, 7ohn v. 22: For the Father judgeth » 
man; but hath committed all judgment unto the San. 
and he being veſted with it by the Father, is there. 
by his King; f. e. ſet up by him, adminiſtering the 


Kingdoms 
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y att kingdom in his name: P/al. H. 6. Yet have I ſet my 
ranſ-. #* King upon my holy bill of Zion. 3 
t yet 4. Chriſt having received this truſt from his Fa- 
ther, has been under the Old Teſtament, all along, 

bout and now is, executing it, and will continue fo to the 
anent end of time, that he has fulfilled the divine purpoſe, 
ay of and finiſhed the conduct, and fo deliver up the elect 
vould perfected. This is the kingdom of Chriſt, which alſo 
le to is the kingdom of God, becauſe given him of God, 
s fin- > and adminiſtered for the fulfilling of the purpoſe of 
both God. And this adminiſtration being perfected, the 
them kingdom is delivered up finiſhed, the eternal purpoſe 
mn, to being fulfilled: 1 Cr. xv. 24. Then cometh the end, 
it is when he ſhall have delivered up the kingdom to Cod, 
r that even the Father ; when he ſhall have put down all 


. 


John rule, and all authority, and power. 
/ yh I &. laſtly, Our Lord's management of this truſt, 
wit #1 


and his conduct in the matter, is very myſterious, but 
) do of | exactly according to the plan laid in the eternal de- 
| cree, and given him of his Father, Eph. i. 11. Mt © 


them whom alſo we have obtained an inheritance, being pre- 
IM a- deſtinated accor ding to the purpoſe of him who worketh 
love: Þ all things after the counſel of his own will. There is a 
to the myſtery of the Father's will, verſ. 9. Huving made 
God known unto us the myſtery of his will, according 
maan : to. his good pleaſure, which he hath purpoſed in 
; them 2% himſelf. This is the rule of this kingdom and 
years, ## conduct, which therefore muſt be myſterious. 
them Therefore it is called the my/tery of God, as being 
Chrilt, a myſterious management, wherein the purpoſe of 
g the "Z God is carried on. | 
ritual Thus ye ſee, that the myſtery of God is the 
Thus kingdom of Chriſt, or the conduct and managing of 
aſt de matters by Jeſus Chriſt, to the fulfilling of the pur- 
eth » $ poſes. of God, for the compleat ſalvation of the 
2 Ip church. 
tnere- 27 


Secondly, I will ſnew in what reſpects it is a my» 


ing the [ ſtery, the myſtery of God; or that the kingdom of 
C Chriſt, 


ingdom 
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Ferm. and his management, is a myſtery, the my- 
ery of God. | A 
1. Ia itſelf, it is a hidden and abſtruſe thing : Rom. 
xi. 33. O the depth of the riches both of the wiſdom 
and knowledge of God! how wunſearchable are his 
Judgments, und his ways paſt finding out! Job xi. 7. 
8. 9. Canſt thou by ſearching find out Cod? Canſt 
thow find out the Almighty unto perfection? it is as 
high as heaven, what canſt thou do? deeper than 
hell, what canſi thou know ? the meaſure thereof is long- 
er than the earth, and broader than the fea. It con- 
ſiſts of the deep things of God, 1 Cor. ii. 10. which 
the. creature may ſtand and admire, but cannot dive 
into the bottom of. It appears among men indeed, 
but ſtill as an unfathomable deep, requiring our 
humble artention to it, and an entire reſignation, but 
not to be ſounded, God ſhewed his infinite wiſdom 
in the works of creation; but the work of redemp- 
tion and ſalvation of a loſt world, was the maſter- 
piece of that wiſdom. If the former is a myſtery, 
how much more the latter ? 
+ To natural men it is an abſolute myſtery : 
1 Cor. if. 14. For the natur al man recerveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God ; for they are fooliſhneſs 
unto him neither can he know them, becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned. They do not at all ſee in- 
to it, their eyes cannot pierce it, nor can they break 
the ſhell of it. They ſee its outward appearance in 
the world, which is very mean; and they judge of 
it accordingly, ſo fall into fatal miſtakes about it ; 
preferring the vanities of the world unto the riches 
of that kingdom, the ſlavery of their own luſts to the 
ſervice of Chriſt : ſo that Chriſt is a ſtumbling-ſtone 
and rock of offence to them. It is true, they may 
thiok they know this myſtery of God; for they may 
be able to talk of it, yea to preach it. But, 
(1.) Though they know the words in which 
the myſtery of God is revealed, they know not the 
| thing 
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Z thing itſelf. As one hearing a parable in his'mother- 
tongue, underſtands the grammatical ſenſe of the 


words; yet perceives not the hidden meaning wrapt 
np in them: ſo they know the words, bur perceive 
not the heavenly things propoſed in them, Mark iv. 


11. 

(2.) They know not the myſtery by the Spirit's 
teaching ; all they have of it, is by human teaching: 
fo their knowledge of it cannot reach into the heart 
of it, Jude verſ. 19. They are deſtitute of ſaving 
illumination; and the higheſt ſpring of their know- 
ledge of it is fleſh and blood, improven by external 
objective revelation ; which is not ſufficient. Inter- 


nal revelation alone is ſo, Matth. xvi. 17. 


(3.) They know it not by experience, which is 


neceſſary to give the true knowledge of it. Hence 


is that exhortation, 1 Pet. ii. 2. 3. As neu- born 
babes, deſire the ſincere milk of the word, that ye 
may grow thereby; if ſo be ye have taſted that the 


* 
7 


4 


Cord is gracious, They know the myſtery by hear- 


ſay, but never felt the power of it on their ſpirits : 


ſo they know no more of it than one may know of 
honey or vinegar, who never taſted how ſweet the 
= one is, and how ſour the other. | 


3. It is a myſtery to the godly themſelves, the 


real members cf the kingdom of Chriſt, None in 
the world have ſuch knowledge of it as they, and 
none have ſuch a ſenſe of the myſteriouſneſs of it. 


l 
. 
* 


Whatever they reach of it, it is ſtill a myſtery in 
their eyes. See how Paul ſpeaks of it, 1 Tim, iii. 
16. Without controverſy, great is the myſlery of gud- 
lineſs, &c. Col. iv. 3. 4. Withal, praying alſo for 
us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance 
to ſpeak the myſtery of Chriſt ; that 1 may make it 


C2 (1.) They 
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(I.) They are but initiated into this myſtery 
while they are here, and cannot expect a full inſight 
into it, till they come to glory, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. Now 
we ſee through a glaſs, darkly ; but then face to face 
now I know in part; but then ſhall I know even as 
alſo I am known, They get as much inſight into the 
myſtery of Chriſt's kingdom and management as 
keeps them from ſtumbling at him; and all the wiſ- 
dom of the world and learning cannot give ſo much: 
1 Cor. i. 23. 24: We preach Chriſt crucified, unto the 
Jews a ſtumbling-black, and unto the Greeks, fooliſh- 
neſs ; but unto them which are called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Chriſt the power. of God, aad the wiſdom 
of God. 

(2.) What inſight into jt they have, is not owing 
to their own penetration, 8 is the gift of God to 
them Hence ſays our Lord, Mark iv. 11. Unto you 
it is given to know the myſtery of the kingdom of God, 
&c., It is the Spirit's teaching, who draws by the 
vail, and opens the myſtery. Hence faith the A- 
poſtle, 1 Cor. ii. 10. But Cod hath revealed them 
unto us by, bis Spirit; for the Spirit ſearcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God. And when the 
Spirit withdraws, they are apt to be offended at 
ſome. pieces of his management, being ſa puzzled 
with them that they know not what to make of 
them,  P/al. Ixxiii. 

4. It is a myſtery even to the angels. None was 
able but Chriſt himſelf to open the ſealed book, or 
look thereon, Rev. v. 3. The angels in heaven are 
perfect in knowledge; but their knowledge was, 
and is capable of increale, and did receive increaſe 
by the more open ſetting up of the kingdom of Chriſt 
in the world by the goſpel, whereby many folds of 
the wiſdom of God in this myſtery were opened to 
them which they ſaw not before. Hence faith the 
Apoſtle, Eph. lit. 9. 10. And to make all men ſee, 
what. is the fellowſhip. of the myſtery, which from the 

F3% beginning 
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1 beginning of the world, hath been hid in God, who 
created all things by Jeſus Chriſt : to the intent that 
n unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 


places, might be known by the church the manifold 


* wiſdom of Cod. And till they regard it as a myſtery 
to be dived into, 1 Pet. i. 12.-——which things the 
ung els defire to loo into. And yet-they know, not 
the time of its finiſhing ; Mark xiii. 32. But of that. 


ö day and that hour knoweth no man, nd not the angelt 


mvhich are in heaven. 

5. laſtly, It will continue a myſtery to the end, 
Las is implied in-the text. There have been things 
in the world dark myſteries for a time, which yet 
have at length been fully diſcovered and underſtood. 
But as the divine conduct by Chriſt has been a my- 
ſtery in all generations paſt, it will be ſo in all gene- 
Fations to come. It will never be fully underſtood 
ill it is completed, the web fully wrought, cut out, 
jſdand laid before our eyes altogether. Then will 

there be a ſurpriſing beauty and harmony ſeen through 

the whole. 3 0 
More particularly, for opening of this myſtery 
Jof God, we ſhall conſider it under a threefold view. 
® 1/7, As it was laid before time. 

zdly, As begun and carried on in time. 
Zaly, As finiſhed with time, 

= FixsT, We ſhall conſider this myſtery as it was 
laid before time. It is not a device of yeſterday, a 
late or new contrivance ; but older than men or 
engels, even from eternity : ph. i. 9. Having made 
nown wnto us the myſtery of his will; according to 
is good pleaſure, which he hath purpuſed in himſelf. 
"Compare chap. iii. 11. According to the eternal pur. 
"Poe which he purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. If 
pe would fee the foundation and plan of this my- 
ſtery, we mult look back before all ages unto the 
epths of the eternal. counſels in the breaſt of God, 


before 
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before the world was, now revealed to us by the go. 
ſpel. And here we may conſider, 

3/2, The ground upon which it was raiſed, 6 
Adly, The myſtery itſelf. | I 
Fiſh We ſhall conſider the ground upon which 

in was raiſed. And that was the eternal foreſight of 
man's fall from a ſtate of holineſs and happineſs, in- 
to a ſtate of ſin and miſery, Rom. ix. 21. This 
n a twofold purpoſe. | 

A purpoſe of creating man: Rev. iv. 11. Thou © 
aſt created all things, and for thy pleaſure they are, 
and were created. God from eternity happy in him- 
ſelf, while yet there was nothing in . but him- 
ſelf, purpoſed, for his own glory, to make a world, 
with a variety of creatures therein; and among them L 
man, the chief of the inferior creation, capable to 
love, ſerve, and obey him, and to enjoy him as the 
reward of his obedience ; liable to puniſhment in caſe | 

of diſobedience. 4 
2. A purpoſe of permitting man to fall, to leave 4 

him to the freedom of his own will, and not to hin- 

der his falling away. God was not the cauſe of 
man's fall: for ſaith the Apoſtle, James i. 13. Let 
no man ſay when he is tempted, I am tempted of Cod; 
for. Cod cannot be tempied with evil, neither tempteth | 
he any man. But had he not permitted, or witled 
not to hinder his fall, it could not have happened: 
Rev. iii. 7. Theſe things ſaith be that is holy, he thai i 
is true, he that hath the key of. David, he that open. 6 
eth, and no man ſhutteth + and ſutteth, and no man 
openerh, This permiſſion taking place in time was 
then decreed from eternity, Eph. i. 11. Being pre. 
deflinated according io the purpoſe of him who work. 

eih all things after the counſel of his un will. 4 

Hereupon God forefaw the fall of man, how all 8 
mankind would be ruined in Adam by the breach of 
the covenant of works. And nothing being future, 


dot all * to him, he ſaw and conſidered the 
whole 
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go. whole race of mankind as loft, ſunk as ſinners into a 
gulph of miſery, irremediable by any created hand 
= whatſoever. This was the ground bn which the 
= myſtery of God was raiſed ; this gave occaſion to 
the myſtery and plan thereof in the eternal counſel. 
> . Secondly, The myſtery itſelf laid, in the eternal 
in- purpoſe, upon this ground. Wherein is to be ob- 
ſerved, 
1. The ſubject of the myſtery, the reſtoration or 
recovery of fallen man. This was the great buſineſs | 
are, aimed to be carried on and finiſhed in the com- 
him- pleting of it: this was the grand affair that the 
him- thoughts of God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
vorld, were from eternity ſet upon: P/al. Ixxxix. 19. The 
PHateſt in viſion to thy holy One, and ſaidſi, I haue 
aid help upon one that is mighty ; I have exalted une 
haſen out of the people. Prov. viii. 31. Rejoicing in 
he habitable part of his earth, and my delights were 
ith the fons of men. 1 Pet. i. 2. Eledt according to 
" he foreknowledge of God the Father, through ſantti- 
o hin- Þcation of the Spirit unto obedience, and ſprinkling of 
uſe of he blood of Jeſus Chriſt. A myſterious point: 
# (1.) Conſidering there was no ſuch deſign ſet on 
Pot in favour of the fallen angels, though creatures 


mpteth Mf a ſuperior dignity to man. Hence fays the A- 
wiiled Poſtle, Heb. ii. 16. Perily he took not on him the na- 
pened : re of angels ; but he took on him the feed of Abra- 
he that am. Theſe veſſels of gold in the great houſe of 


od, fell down from their high ſtation, and were 
cruſhed, that they became uſeleſs, unleſs the 
ne was ere caſt anew. But God left them, and looked of 
ng fre- 1 r them no more for ever. However the veſſel of 
; work. rth, man, falling and breaking to 2 Cod put- 
a fed to gather up the broken ſhards, put them to- 
io all ther again, and reitore the earthen veſſel, Who 
each of Wn fathom this myſtery of bis will? It is called, 
future, r. ini. 4. The kindneſs and love of God our Saviour 


it open- 
no man 


red the toward 
whole 
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foward man. It will be the eternal admiration of 
elect men and angels, 

(2.) The impediments that lay in the way of this | 
reſtoration, from the holy and juſt nature of God, 
and the corrupt nature of man, unſurmountable by 
all created power. Had the project been communi. 
cated to men and angels, how to remove theſe impe-. 
diments, all would have ſtood mute, as in a matter 
beyond their comprehenſion. Hence ſays our Lord, 
1f. Ixiit. 5. 1 looked, and there was none io help; and 
T wondered that there was none to uphild + therefore 
mine gun arm brought ſalvation unte me, and m] 
fury it upheld me. 1 
13.) The reſtoration was deſigned into a more ex- 
cellent and honourable ſtate than he fell from. Man 
fell in the firſt Adam, is reſtored in the Second 4. 
dam; but the latter is infinitely preferable to the 
former: 1 Cor. xv. 47. The firſt man is of the earth, 
earthy ; the ſecond man is the Lord from heaven: 
which neceſſarily infers the excellency and preference 
of men as his members, to what they were in the 
firſt Adam. "A 

(4.) That there was nothing in the creature to 
move him to all this. No beauty remained in the 
fallen creature, nothing-to be ſeen there but per. 
verſeneſs and enmity againſt God, which put him 
out of temper for ſeeking help of God. God had no 
need of man, neither could he profit him. But he 
loved man, Tit. iii. 4. forecited. He ſo lived hin, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be. 
lieveth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 

life, John iii. 16. When we were enemies, we wer! Y 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, Rom. v. 10 
A myſterious point, to be reſolved only into ſovell 
reign will and pleaſure: Matth. xi. 26. Even ſo, Fil 
ther, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy ſight. Y 
2. The particular obzects of the myſtery, name 
| | Iv 


; * . 
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»n of Þ ly, the election, a ſelect company of mankind : In 
which are, 

f this (.) The head- elect, the man Chriſt. He was the 
God, Þ Father's elect one. Hence ſays 8 J. xlii. 1. 
le by Bebold my ſervant whom I uphold, mine elect in 
muni- 3 whom my ſoul delighteth ; his fa choice, in whom 
impe- the reſt were choſen. Hence faith the Apoſtle, Eph. 
Batter i. 4. According as he hath choſen us in him, bafire 
Lord, the foundation of the world ; he to be the head, they 
„ and, to be the body, verſ. 22. 23. And hath put all things 
-refore under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 
nd my *X things to the church, which is his body, the fulneſs 
= of him that filleth all in all. That election fell on 

Ye ex. Chriſt both as the Son of God, Matth. xvii. 5. This 
Man is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, hear 


; 
| 
| 
2 


ond A. e him; and as the Son of man, P/al. Ixxxix. 19. 
to the I have laid help upon one that is mighty, I have ex- 
- earth, alte one choſen out of the poopie ; as a member of 
caven: 3 Adam's family, as well as of the heavenly family, 
ference Luke iii, And here was a myſterious point, a clean 


thing to be brought out of an unglean, a holy thing 
made of a woman, a daughter of fallen Adam. Hence 
ture to faith the Apoſtle, Cal. iv. 4. God ſent forth his Son 
in the made of a woman, made under the lau. Which the 
ut per- angel accounts for thus, Luke i. 35. The Holy Ghoſt 
ut him Hall come upon thee, and the power of the Higheſt 
had n Hall overſhadow thee - therefore alſo that holy thing 
But he! = ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son of 
ed hin 94. 
ever be. (2. The body elect; that is, a ſelect number of 
erlaſtin i mankind choſen out from among the reſt, and given 
we wert to Chriſt for the body to be by him headed: Eph. i. 
m. v. 10% 4, According as he hath choſen us in him, before the 
to fore foundation of the world. Theſe were of the fame 
n ſo, A corrupt maſs with the reſt of mankind, and might 
| have been paſſed by as well as others: but God 
y, name choſe them to everlaſting life, and gave them to 
88 Chriſt in the eternal * for his: Jebn xvii. 6. Þ 
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have manifeſted thy name unto the men which thou 
gaveſi me out of the world - thine they were, and thou 
gaveſt them me ; while he reprobated, rejected, or 
paſſed. by the reſt... Here is a myſtery, an awful my- F 
ſtery, which the Apoſtle reſolves into the ſovereign 2? 
dominion of God: Rom. ix. 21. Hath not the potter 
power oper the clay, of the ſame lump to make one | 
veſſel unto honour, and another unto diſhonour * Who 
the perſons are, is kept ſecret, and will be all along 
WI the end of the world, at which time that matte 
Will be laid wide open. Now it is our buſineſs to o- 
bey the gofpel ; and none can know their election, 
till. hey have believed ; then it may be concluded 
from the fruits of it. But nd man's reprobation can 
be known, whether by himſelf or others, in this 
world, except in the cafe of {inning the fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoft, which many doubt can now be fallen 
into; ſo whoever pretend to give marks of it, do but 
diſcover their dangerous raſhneſs and inconſideration, 
and ſerve the intereſt of hell. Sure in this caſe the 
ſeeret things belong unto the Lord our God + but thoſe \ 
things which are revealed, belong unto us, and to our 
children ſor ever, Deut. xxix. 29. | 4 
3. The hand into which the management of the 
e was committed. That was Chriſt the Son 
of.God, the ſecond perſon of the glorious Trinity : 
John v. 22. For the. Father judgeth no man, but hath 
Lommitted all judgment unto the Sen. Him the Fa- 
ther appointed King in Zien, leader and commander 
to the people, the Captain of ſalvation, to bring the 
geſigned ſons, unto glory. He was choſen | for that 
end, and his commiſſion deſigned him from eternity; 
in view of which he rejoĩced before the world was, 
rev. vi. 31. forecited. 

A Wonderful myſtery, that the King's own Son 
Was appointed repairer of the breach betwixt God 
and man, the Shepherd of 1/racl to gather together 
Abe Nray ſheep, and feed them. Bur leſs would oe 
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do: John iii. 16. For Cod ſo loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believes h 
in him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 
The lighting of Chriſt then is the lighting of the 
myſtery of God as it was laid. 

| 4- The method of carrying on the myſtery. Tt 
Was appointed to be carried on in a way ſurpriſing to 
men and angels, viz. That the Son of God was to 
be incarnate, come down into our world in our na- 
ture; was to be inveſted with the office of a Prieſt, 
and die a facrifice for fin, and then enter heaven a. 
gain as the Interceffor, bringing his blood within the 
x vail ; with the office of a Prophet, to reveal the; e- 
ternal counſels of peace, and by force af light to re- 
ſcue the elect from the power of their ſpiritual dark- 


by ſtrength of hand from the power of their ene- 

| — and complete the happineſs of the whole body 

elect. | 

'3 A myſterious method, which makes the Apoſtle 

cry,out, 1 Tim. iii. 16. Without controverſy, great 
i the myſtery of godlineſs : God was manifeſt in the 

* the i fe, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of angels, preached 


unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received 


* n into glory, and which no man nor angel could 
5, Wt have propoſed. It is only to be reſolved into the 
* * infinite wiſdom and free love of God. Which 77 
nder Lravates the guilt of the world's contempt of Chritt, 
3 5. The foundation of the myſtery, on and accord- 
97 ing to which it was to proceed. That was the co- 
ty: Lvenant of grace from eternity concluded betwixt the 
ay Father and the Son as Second Adam; Pſal. Ixxxix. 
, 3. ¶ have made a covenant with my choſen, I have 
Son Sworn unto David my ſervant ; the counſel of peace 
God that was between them both, Zech. vi. 13. A my- 
er ficrious contract, wherein the Son bound himſelf to 


eue fulfil all righteouſneſs the broken law could demand 
do: ef the body elect, Matth. iii. 1 5. And the Father, 
= D 2 oh 
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neſs ; and with the office of a King, to reſcue them 
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on the other hand, promiſed thereupen a glorieus 
reward to Chriſt himſelf, and eternal life to them, 
Phil. ii. g. Tit. i. 2. It is the fulfilling of this cove- 
nant, in the performing' of the condition, and in ad- 
miniſtering of it, that makes the myſtery. And it is 
our perſonal entering into it in Chriſt, that brings us 
into the fellowſhip of the myſtery ; while thoſe with- 
out the covenant are far from it. 


6. la/ily, The great deſign and end of the my- 


ſtery. It is the moſt glorious contrivance tbat e- 


ver was; and the deſigr of it muſt be of proportion- 
able worth and excellency. It is twofold, 

1. The ſubordinate and neareſt end. That is the 
ſalvation of the church of the cle&, Luke xix. 10, 


For the Son of man is come to ſeck and to ſave that 1 
which was of? ; to ſave them from ſin and wrath, ' 


and make them completely happy for ever. This is 


the point that the whole of the myſtery terminates 1 
in; the deſign unto which every ſtep of the divine 


conduct and management in the world is levelled. Z 


Vain and fooliſh men on whom the world ſmiles, are 


apt to think that the world is, and is managed for 


them; and they deſpiſe the godly, if they are mean 
and low, as for the moſt part they are; the church 
is the object of their contempt, But it is the buſi- 
neſs of the deſpiſed church that is the chief defign of 


providence in the world. Other things are managed 


with relation to it, ſo as beſt to carry on their ſalva- | 
tion. It is for their cauſe that crowns and ſceptres | 


are taken away and beſtowed, I xliii. 14. Thus ſaith 


the Lord your Redeemer, the holy One of Hrael, For | 


your ſake I have ſent io Babylon, and have brought 
down all their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whoſe cry 
is in the ſhips ; and for their ſakes the world is kept 
up, the corn grows, graſs ſprings, fun and moon 
are kept circling about, and time ſpun out, 2 Cer. 
Iv. 15. For all things are fer your ſakes, that the a- 
bundant grace might, through the thankſgiving of 


many, 
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many, redound to the glory of God. And when 
there is no more uſe for them on their behalt, 
they ſhall be no more. That is a myſterious de- 
Gon, which the world cannot comprehend, will not 
believe. | | 

2. The chief and higheſt end. That is the glory 
of Cod; Rem. xi. 36. For of him, and thruuph him, 
and to him are all things; to whom be glory for ever. 


Amen; the diſplay of his glorious perfections in the 
eyes of his ereatures. God made tne world for this 
& end : and therein he diſplayed his infinite wiſdom, 


goodneſs, and power. But ingthis myitery there is 
a far more ample diſplay of manifold wildom, rich 
goodneſs, and greateſt power, with exact juſtice, 
and riches of mercy and grace. More particu- 
larly, 


It is the glory of God in his Son. He made the 


world through his Son, by his Spirit: but that glaſs 
& repreſented only the glory of God in his firſt works. 
elled. 
s, Are 


d for 


He deſigned to diſplay his glory in his Son; and for 
that cauſe to prepare him a body, a human nature, 
his latter work a more. ſtupendous work than the 
firſt; that the conſtellation of the divine perfections 


| might together ſhine forth in bim: J. xlix. 3. Thor 


art my ſervant, C Iſrael, in whom I will le glorified. 
2 Cor. iv. 6. Cod who commanded the light to ſhine 
out of darkneſs, hath ned in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the 
face of Jeſus Chriſt, This is the end of the 
myſtery of the divine conduct by Chriſt, 7obx 
xiv. 13. That the Father may be glorified in the Son, 
even in his deepeſt ſufferings, chap. xiii. 31. New 7s 
the Son of man glorificd, and Cod is glorified in him. 
And it is ſo far the deſign of God in the myſtery, 
that God reckons not himſelf honoured at all but in 
his Son, chap. v. 22. 23. For the Father judgeth no 
man; but hath committed all judgment untn the Son : 
that all men ſhould honour the Son, even as they ho- 


nowr 
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wour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son, fo. 
noureth not the Father which hath ſent him. Whence 
appears the fatal miſtake of blinded men diſhonour. 
ing Chriſt, under pretence of honouring his Father; 
whereby they run quite counter to the chief deſign 
of the myſtery of God, and fight againſt ir, namely, 
the glory of God in his Son, the centre in which all 

the parts of the myſtery were to meet. 

SECONDLY, We ſhall conſider the myſtery of 
God as begun and carried on in time. Here we may 
view in the general, . 

1/7, The firſt opening of the myſtery. 

24ly, The gradual opening of it. 

34aly, Fhe progreſs of it. 

Firſt, We ſhall conſider the firſt opening of the 
myſtery. It lay hid from eternity in God, till 4. 
dam fell, and all the world was become guilty before 
God. Then upon that occaſion the ſealed book was 
opened, the myſtery revealed, and begun to be exe- 
cuted in Paradiſe. It was opened, gf 

1. In the promulgation of the promiſe of the go- 
ſpel, Cen. iii. 15. 1 will put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy ſeed and her ſeed: it 
ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel. | 

A ſurpriſing myſtery to our guilty frſt —— 4 
which they neither had nor could have had any 
hopes of; that the Son of God becoming man, the | 
ſeed of the woman, ſhould be bruiſed in the heel by 
the ſerpent; and bruiſe his head on the other hand, 
and ſo deſtroy the works of the devil, 0 

2. In the offering of the firſt ſacrifices, with the 
ſkins whereof our naked firſt parents were clothed, i 
Gen. iii. 21. Thus was Chriſt held forth as the 
Lamb flain from the foundation of the world. Thus | 
the ſinner's acceptance with God through an imputed 
righteouſneſs, Rom. iii. 22. 

Now Chriſt firſt entered on the execution of his 
office in the management of the myſtery of God 
0 - committed 


„ Lo- 
ence 
ur- 


her; i 
efign | 


nely, 
ch all 


y of 
may 


Ff the 
till 4 
zefore 2 
k was 


e EXC- 


ne gO- 
ee and | 
d: it | 
heel. 
rents, 


d any 


n, the 
eel by 


hand, 


ith the 
lothed, | 


as the 
Thus 
nputed 


of his 


F God 
mitted 


The Myſtery of God finiſhed with Time. 31 


committed to him; Gen. iii. 8. He began the work, 

he has been all along ſince carrying it on, and has 

not yet finilhed it. He acted as a Prophet, revealing _ 

the counſel of God touching man's ſalvation ;- as a 

King, in emitting bis royal ' proclamations, offer- 

ing his indemmity to rebel-man, and declaring war 

againſt the devil; and as a Prieſt, in the facrifices 
offered. 
Secondly, We ſhall conſider the gradual opening 
of the myſtery. Of this we have an account Heb. i. 
t. God at ſundry times, and divers manners, ſpake 
| in time paſt unto the fathers by the prophets. It was 
opened by degrees, now a piece and then a piece, 
till it was fully opened in the Apoſtolic times. The 
Patriarchal church had the morning of the opening of 
the myſtery : Adam and Eve got the dawning of it 
in the revelation of Chriſt to them as the feed of the 
woman; and it {till grew lighter by degrees. He was 
revealed afterwards as the feed of Abraham ; there- 
after as the ſeed of J/aac ; and then the tribe was re- 
2 vealed, that he was to come of Judah Gen. xlix. 
10. The /ceptre ſhall not depart from Fudah, nor a 
lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come, 
and unto him ſhall the gathering of the people be. 

The Zewi/h church had the forenoon of it. To 
them the family he was to come of was determined, 
namely, the houſe of David ; the place of his birth, 
Beth-lehem. He was lively pointed out in the Le- 
vitical ordinances ; and to him all the prophets bare 
witneſs. - Moſes witneſſed his prophetical office, Da- 
vid ſpeaks of his kingdom and prieſthood. David, 
Jaiab, and others, ſpoke of his ſufferings, his re- 
ſurrection, victory, and triumph. At length the 
Baptiſt pointed him out to their eyes, he being bo- 
dily preſent with them : but there was a miſt before 
their eyes, that they knew him not, but fulfilled the 
ſcriptures, in crucifying him. 

The Chriſtian church got the noon-day light of it, 
after 
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after Chriſt was aſcended. into heaven. Then the 
Spirit was poured out, the Gentiles were called, and 
made partakers of the myſtery. Then was the my- 
ſtery opened at the rate it had never been before, 
that the angels themſelves ſaw more of it than ever 
they had ſcen. Hence ſaith the Apoſtle, Eph. iii. 8. 
9. 10. Unto me, who am leſs than the leaſt of all 
ſaints, is this grace given, that I ſhould preach a- 
mong the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of . Chriſt ; 
and ta make all men ſee, what is the fellowſhip of the 
myſtery, which from the beginning of the world, hath | 
been hid in God, who created all things by Feſus 
Chriſt e to the intent that now unto the principalities 
and powers in heavenly places, might be known by the 
church the manifold wiſdom of God. But yet it con- 
tinued a myſtery ſtill. 
Thirdly, We ſhall conſider the progreſs of the 
myſtery. Concerning which in the general we may 
notice three things. — 
(. It has never been interrupted ſince it began in 
Paradiſe ; the ſalvation of the church has all along 
been carried on, and matters managed for that end. 
Still the church has been continued in the world, 
ſometimes more ſometimes leſs viſible, P/al. xxix. 
10. Heb. The Lord ſat at the flood and he hat! 
ſat King for ever. Y 
2. It has made ſuch progreſs, that by this time it 

is drawing towards the period of finiſhing it. The 
ſeveral generations of the Patriarchal church of the | 
elect, of the Zewiſh church, and ſeventeen genera- 
tions of the Chriſtian, are now wafted over to the pro- 
miſed land; the great Manager having made the (e- 
veral diſpenſations they lived under, though ſome | 
clearer, others darker, effectùal for their — 3 
The knowledge of the myſtery is now ſpread far and 
wide, in compariſon of what ſome time it was. The 
prophecies are moſtly fulfilled already; the prophe- 
cies of the flood, of the Egyptian bondage, tb: 
| congue!: Bl 
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conqueſt of Canaan, the captivity of the tea tribes, 
the Babyloniſh captivity, the four monarchies, are 
all punctually fulfilled long ago. The prophecy of 
the coming of Chriſt, his death, reſurrection, and 
aſcenſion, put off about four thouſand years, is near 
ſeventeen hundred years ſince accompliſhed. © So is 
that of the rejection of the cus, and the coming of 
Antichriſt, fulfilled in our ſight. And there are but 
a few that remain. 

3. laſtly, It is going on in our day, in the ſame 
powerful hand that has managed it all along, Our 
Lord, who has picked out his own out of all former 
generations, and brought them to their happineſs, is 
ſtill drawing forth his on of this generation, out 
of the world lying in wickedneſs, taking them under 
his conduct, and guiding them towards ImmanuePs 


land. And they are ſurely a vaſt company that are 


got there already, through the progreſs made in the 
myſtery. | 

But for a more full view of the myſtery as exe- 
cuted in time, we ſhall conſider the eight following 
particulars of this myſterious kingdom; in every 
part of which there is a myſtery. 

1(?, The head of this kingdom. 

2dly, The ſubjects of it. 

34ly, The erection and conſervation of it. 

athly, The feat of it. 
Shy, The extent of it. 
6thly, The privileges of it. 
577 The life and practice of it. 8 
8th, The manner of the conduct, and manage 
ment of it. 

i/t, The head of it, Jeſus Chriſt, is a myſtery. 
And he is a myſtery, a myſterious head, 

1. In the conſtitution of his perſon, being God 
and man in one perſon. He was the eternal Son of 
God, and in the fulneſs of time he became man, John 


. 14. Cal. iv. 4. Tbis 13 myſtery which dazzles 
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the eyes of human reaſon, that cannot comprehend 
it: and becauſe men have neither reach of reaſon e- 
nough to +comprehend it, nor humility enough to 
take it on God's teſtimony, therefore there are ſo 


many infidels this day. But indeed it is a myſtery | 


that may attract and fix on it the wondering eyes of 


angels: the ſame perſon, the eternal God, and | 


man of ſeventeen hundred and thirty-two years; fill- 
ing heaven and earth, and yet ſhut up nine months in 
a woman's dark womb ; nouriſhing and feeding the 
whole creation, yet hanging at and ſucking the breaits 
of Mary ; «ft of pr Wang. by the word of- his power, 
Fer. an infant that could not go, but behoved to be 
carried in her arms: infinite in per fections, not ca- 


pable of addition, yet increaſing in wiſdom and ſta- | 
ture Lord of all, yet having nothing but what was 
given him for houſe or hold: the expreſs image of 
the Father's perſon, yet accounted the reproach of 


men, and deſpiſed of the people: Lord of life, yet 


dying ignominiouſly on a croſs | 1 
2. In his offices. His prophetical office is a my- 


ſtery. On earth he appeared a mean man, but re- 
vealing the ſecrets of the eternal counſels, as he that 
was in the Father's boſom; taught with the greateſt 
ſimplicity of words and phraſes, but with the greateſt 
power, reaching the innermoſt parts of the foul: 


now in heaven, yet teaching on earth by his word i 


and Spirit, to the reſcuing of ſinners from the power 
of their ſpiritual darkneſs. His prieſthood is a my- 
ſtery; dying on a croſs as a malefactor, yet mean 
while offering himſelf a ſacrifice for ſin; now enter. 


ed into heaven, preſenting the blood of his ſacrifice, 
and interceding fot his people. His kingdom is 2 


myſtery, in the ſetting it up, and whole manage- 
ment thereof in carrying it on. 

3. In all circumſtances about him. His birth was 
myſterious, as born of a virgin; bis life was myſteri- 


ous, the greateſt power and dignity hid in it _ 
the 
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rehend 

fon e- the vail of a mean outward appearance; his death 
gh to was myſterious, Aube iii. 15. They killed the Prince 
are ſo WM of life. His reſurrection, his aſcenſion, and fitting 


yſtery at the Father's right hand, were myſterious. 

yes of | 2dly, The ſubjects of it, believers, are a myſtery 

and a too. They are in the world indeed, but unknown 

; fill- to the world, 1 Jon iii. 1. They are mixed with 

nths in them in ſociety, yet are a people that dwell alone, 

ag the Num. xxiii. 9. There. are ſeveral myſterious things 

Dreaits io be obſerved about them. | 

Dower, 1. Though it is the moſt honourable of all king--- 
to' be doms, yet thoſe dignified to be the ſubjects of it, are 

ot ca- for the moſt part perſons of a mean figure, having 

d ſta- the leaſt out ward advantages to recommend them. 

t was O what a myſtery is that 1 Cor. i. 26. 27. 28. Je 

ge of WM ſee your calling, brethren, how that not many wiſs 

ch of men after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble, 

e, yet are called. hut God hath choſen the fooliſh things of 


the world, to confound the wiſe ;: and God hath choſen 


1 my- if the weak things of the world, to confound the things 


ut re. which are mighty + and baſe things of the world, and q 
e that things which are deſpiſed, hath Cod choſen, yea, and ö 
eateſt things which are not, to bring to nought things that f 
reateſt are If the Son of God was to have à kingdom on k 
ſoul; earth, one would have thought he would have pitched: 
word out for the ſubjects of it, thoſe deſcended ot noble b 
Dower and ancient families, the wiſe and learned, the po- E 
a my- tent, rich, and wealthy, But he hath done juſt the $ 
mean contrary : for he receives not honour from men. p 
enter- 2. There is a glory in them, bid under a thick ; 
rifice, MW vail of human infirmities, bodily and ſpiritual : Pal. 3 
is : xv. 13. The King's daughter is all glorious withing 4 
nage- her eloathing is of wrought gold. There is this dif- 1 
ference betwixt them and others, that they wear ö | 

h was their worſt ſide outmoſt, others theirs inmoſt; They 
ſteri- appear outwardly to the world for the moſt part 
ander very deſpicable ; but in the inner man, each one re- 

the ſembles the children of a king. They are all fair in 

| 2 2 


the 
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the eyes of God, even whom thoſe worldly men that 
fwell in pride, would ſcorn to ſet with the dogs in 
their flock. | - 

3. They area myſtery in their conſtitution as 
Chriſtians in this world. There is in them an old 
man, derived from the fir/? Adam ; and a new man, | 
derived from the Second Adam. Hence there is a 
myſtery, two contrary parties, grace and corrup- 
tion, ſtruggling within them. The man has a will 
for, and a will againſt the ſame thing, at one and 
the ſame time. Hence faith the Apoſtle, Rom, 
vii. 20. Now if I do that I would nat, it is 
no more I that do it, but ſin that dwelleth in me, 
The Chriſtian has a being in himſelf, and a being 
out of himſelf. Hence he is ſo weak, that he can 
do nothing: yet ſo ſtrong, that he can do all: Phil. 
iv. 13. 7 can do all things (ſays the Apoſtle) through | 
Chriſt which ſtrengtheneth me. He has nothing, yet 
poſſeſſes all things, 2 Cor. vi. 10.; and loaded with 
wants and imperfections, yet compleat. Hence 
faith the Apoſtle, Col. ii. 10. Ye are compleat in him, 
which it the head of all principality and power. 

34ly, The erection and conſervation of it is a my- 
ſtery, Luke xvii. 20. And when he was demanded f | 
the Phariſees, when the kingdom of God ſhould come; 
he anſwered them and ſaid, The kingdom of God cometh 
not with ahſervation, i. e. with outward ſhew. Earthly 
kingdoms are ſet up, and kept up with a great deal 
of noiſe, buſtle, and parade. But it is not ſo here. 
Conſider, | 

1. The beginnings- of it were very ſmall, how 
vaſtly ſoever it has ſpread. The firſt beginning of it 
was in Paradiſe after the fall, where the King gained 
two ſuhjects to begin his kingdom with under the 
Old Teſtament diſpenſation. The beginning of it un- 
der the New Teſtament diſpenſation was very ſmall, 
Act i. 15. being about an hundred and twenty per- 
ſons, compared to a handſul-of corn upon the top of 

| | mountains, 
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mountains, Pal. Ixxii. 16. yet has it ſpread far and 
wide over the earth. 

2. The means of erecting and fetting it up, were 
very unlikely and unvſual, viz. the deſpiſed preach- 
ing of the goſpel : P/al. cx. 2. The Lord ſhall ſend 
the rod of thy ſtrength out of Zion: rule thou in the 
midſt of thine enemi?s. II. ii. 3. Many people ſhall 
go and ſay, Come ye, and let us go up to the moun- 
tain of the Lord, to the houſe of the God of Jacob, and 
he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths; for out of Zion ſhalf go forth the law, and 
the word of the Lord from Jeruſalem. Firſt of all 
Chriſt preached it himſelf, to our firſt parents under 
the Old Teſtament, and then under the New, to the 
Zews ; and then he ſent out his Apoſtles. What a 
myltery was this, being to erect a kingdom, he ſends 
not out an army to fight, to get him ſubjects by the 
power of the ſword ; but a tew men'to preach the 
goſpel of the kingdom ! For them he goes not to the 
ſchools, thence to fetch men of learning and breed- 
ing whom he might ſo employ ; but to the ſea- coaſts, 
where he takes fiſhermen from their boats and nets, 
to ſend them out on this ercand ! | 

3. The oppoſition to it from the beginning has been 
very great; yet it has made its way, and continued 
all along without interruption, over the belly of all 
the oppoſition, The powers of earth and hell have 
ſtill been engaged againſt it, yet could never prevail 
to raze it. All- the four monarchies were one after 
another heavy on it, yet has it outlived them all; 
the ſtone cut out of the mountain without hands, 
has broken in pieces the iron, braſs, clay, ſilver, and 
gold. 

4. The means of keeping it up, even ſuch as it 
was ſet up by. Not the power of the ſword ; they 
make the kingdom of Chriſt no myſtery, that breathe 


nothing but fire and ſword, war and blood, to main- 


tain and propagate it : but the preaching and teach- 
ing 


* 
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ing of the word of the goſpel, and ſefting that home 
on mens conſciences ; prayers and tears, patient ſuf. 
fering even unto death, Rev. xii. 11. And they over. 
eame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their teſtimony ; and they loved not their lives un- 
fo the death, Theſe and the like are the appointed, 
proper means for maintaining the kingdom of Chriſt, 
which make it a myſterious kingdom : though T do 
not think that Chriſtianity obliges men to throw up 
their civil privileges, or takes away their natura 
right of neceſſary felf-defence. 

4thly, The ſeat of it is a myſtery too. The ſeats 
of kingdoms and empires of this world are moſt con- 

ſpieuous, being the capital cities of them: there they 
keep their courts, thence they iſſue out their royal 
commands. Bur the ſear of this myſterious kingdom 
is hid from the eyes of all men on earth; for it is 
in the higheſt heavens, at the Father's right hand, 
Pſal. cx. 1. There he keeps his court, there he 
grants petitions, thence he iſſues out his royal com- 
mands. This is a myſtery : but what makes it more 

ſo, 

1. The meaneſt of his ſubjects, in whatever part 
of his dominion on earth, has immediate acceſs to 
the throne, with their complaints, petitions, Cc. 
and that though they be not able to ſtir a foot, but 
are fixed to a bed or ſeat. It is hard for the moſt 
part to travel with their ſuits to their earthly prin- 
ces : and when they are got to the court, they mull 
be introduced by ſome courtier. But to this King 
the ſubjefts may have acceſs without moving their 
bodies at ail, and go ſtraight forward without noti- 
cing ſaint or angel; though the Papiſts think that 

reſumption, making Chriſt's kingdom like a world- 
y one, ſo deſtroying the myſtery. The protomartyr 
Stephen, when he died, addreſſed Chriſt directly, 
ſaying, Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit. But faith 


8 it. 
2. He 
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2. He ſees all that is in bis kingdom with his own 
eyes, good or bad, perſon or thing: Prov. v. 21. 
For the ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord, 
and he pondereth all his goings. Kings of the earth 
mult needs fee with other mens eyes, and hear with 
other mens ears: but Zien's King is himſelf -witnets 
to all, needs no information, and is liable to no mil. 
takes. There is never a good thing one of his ſub- 
jects do how ſecretly foever, but he ſees it; never a 
groan they give, but he hears it: he knows. all the 
circumſtances of their caſe. And there is never 
an ill thing his enemies do, but he is witneſs to it. 
3. As far off as his throne is where he hits, he is e · 
ver preſent with his people for all that, and will be: 
Matth. xxviii. 20. Lo, I am with you alway (ſays 
he) even unto the end of the world, He is not only a 
help, but a preſent help in time of trouble, Plal. xlvi. 
1. A great-myſtery ; but faith can unriddle it, be- 
lieving him to be God as well as man, and there- 
fore every where preſent ; theugh the heavens: muſt 
contain him till the day of the reſtitution of all 
things. | 
5thly, The extent of it is a myſtery, whether it is 
conſidered, 
1. In reſpec of the kinds of juriſdiction he has 
in it. | 
(1.) The kingdom of grace is in his hand. He is 
a deſpiſed Chriſt in the world, he was crucified as a 
blaſphemer and ſeditious perton in it: yet all the 
grace and favours of heaven, to the ſalvation of mor- 
tals, relative or real, are in his hand to diſpenſe ; 
and they can come by them no way, but only 
through him: Eph. i. 22. For God hath put all things 
under his feet, and gave him to be the head ever all 
things to the church. | 
(2.) The kingdom of glory is in his hand too. 
Hence he ſaid to his diſciples, Luke xxii. 29. 30. 1 
appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath ap 
| | : ) pointed 
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pointed unto me; that ye may eat and drink at ny 
table in my kingdom, and fit on thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Iſrael. 

(3.) The kingdom of providence is in his hand 
likewiſe. - Zion's King is King of the world; the go. 
vernment of the world is lodged by the Father in the 
ſame hand the government of the church is, 70h v. 
22. For the Father judgeth no man; but hath com- 
mitted all judgment unto the Son, Compare J. xliii. 
14. 15. Thus faith the Lord your Redeemer, the holy 
One of Iſrael, For your ſake 1 have ſent to Babylon, 
end have brought down all their nobles, and the Chal. 
deans, whoſe cry is in the ſhips. I am the Lord, 
your holy One, the creator of Iſrael your King. This 
is a great myſtery : His kingdom is a deſpiſed one, 
yet a nonſuch kingdom; he is higher than the kings 
of the earth, who are all his vaſſals, though they pay 

him little regard. 

2. In reſpect of the bounds of it. It extends it- 
ſelf over both worlds. Hence ſays Chriſt, Matth, 
xxvili. 18. All power is given unto me in heaven and 
earth. Rev. i. 18. 1 have the keys of hell and of death. 
The myſtery is a-carrying on through this world; 
there he is gathering his elect out of the Kingdom of 
the devil, by the goſpel, ruling and defending them 
againſt their enemies. In the other world, he has 
the eternal reſt for his kindly ſubjects, and the priſon 
for his enemies. And in the paſſage betwixt the 
two worlds, viz. death, it is carried on in perfecting 
the happineſs of the ſaints, and the miſery of the 
wicked. Sa. it is a great myſtery, whereof we ſez 
little as it is in this world, and nothing as it is in the 
other, but by faith, 

6thly, The privileges of it are a myſtery, What 
a myſtery was the man Chriſt going up and down in 
a mean outward condition in the world, yet the only 
begotten of the Father! Vn i. 14. Such a myſtery 
are believers in their meaſure, privileged above the 

greate!: 


7 
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greateſt on earth who wear the crowns ; though 


going in rags, privileged above thoſe going in ſhi- 


ning apparel, They have myſterious privileges. 

1. Their union with Chriſt is a myſtery, Eph. v. 
32. Every the meaneſt believer is truly united to 
Chriſt, John xv. 5. I am the vine, ye are the branch- 
es. A wonderful myſtery ; the head 'in heaven in 
fulneſs of glory, 'yet the members on earth in a low 
afflicted condition ; beſet with wants, yet compleat 
in him; crucified with him, and fo dead, yet living; 
Fronius under the remains of corrupt nature, yet in 

im partakers of the divine nature, as being one ſpi- 
rit, or of one ſpiritual nature with him: t Cor. vi. 
17. He that is joined to the Lord, ts ene ſpirit. 

2. Their juſtification is a myſtery. They are par- 
doned, and accepted as righteous in the ſight of God, 
yet all their righteouſneſs as filthy rags,” If. Ixiv. 6. 
How can that be? Why, the myſtery lies here, in 
that there is an imputation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs 
to them, what he was, did, and ſuffered. Hence 
we read, Rom. iii. 22. of the righteouſneſs of God 
which is by faith of Feſus Chriſt being unto all, and 
upon all them that believe. The diſputers of this 
world laugh at this as a putative way of juſtification, 
as if one ſhould pretend to be'warm by the cloaths 
on another's back, or full with the meat in another's 
belly. They think juſtification by our obedience to 
the new goſpel-law is a rational way: Thus they 
make it no myſtery. 

3. Their ſanctiflcation is a myſtety. Vain men 
conceive the ſanctification of a ſinner to be by a vi- 
gorous exerciſe of their rational faculties, to correct 


their vitious habits, and practiſe virtue. But ſancti- 


fication by union with Chriſt through faith, the only 
way of the ſanctification of a ſinner, 1 Cor. i. 2. Acts 
Xxvi. 18. is ſuch a myſtery as was unknown to the 
Zewiſh Rabbi's and Greek Philoſophers, and an ima- 
ginary ſanctification in the eyes of all legaliſts ; But 
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the truth is, the ſanctification of a ſinner is no leſs 2 
myſtery than his juſtification. 

4. Their perſeverance in grace is a myſtery ; 
grace keeping ſtill its ground in the heart, amidſt al) 
the ſtrength of corruption within, and temptation 
without, till at length overcoming all, it iſſueth cer- 
tainly in glory. That is no leſs a myſtery, than 
would be a candle burning {till in the wind, and lay- 
ing the wind at length; a ſpaik of fire keeping alive 
in the ocean, yea — up the ocean at length; a 
worm threſhing the mountains, yea at length beating 
them ſmall as duſt, J. xli. 14. 15. But the myſtery 
of it lies, in that the covenant is everlaſting, they 


have the-perpetual intereeſſion of Chriſt, and indwell- 


ING of his Spirit. 
he life and practice of it is a myſtery, 
de of every believer or ſubject of this kingdom 
a4 a myſtery. They are God's hidden ones, and 
their life is a hidden life. Col. iii. 3. Tour life (fays the 
Apoſtle) is hid with Chriſt in Cod; which the world 
neither ſees nor can underſtand. Hence ſays Solomen, 
Prov. xiv. 10. The heart knoweth his own bitterneſs ; 
and a ſtranger dt h not intermeddle with his joy. They 
may ſee the outward appearance of it; but it ĩs the hid. 
den man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, 
even the ornament of. a meet and quiet ſpirit, which 
is in the fight of God of great price, 1 Pet. iii. 4. 
This myſterious life is the life of faith, oppoſite to 
the life of fenſe and ſelf, whereby the man Jives out 
of himſelf, on things not ſeen; as the Apoſtle · de- 
ſcribes it, Gal. ii. 20. J am crucified with Chriſt : 
Nevertheleſs I live ; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in 
me and the life which I now live in the fleſh, I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who Inued me, and 
gave himſelf for me, The man living this life, ſtands 
on borrowed legs; ſees with borrowed eyes; does 
every duty, and bears every burden, in and with 
borrowed ſtrength : and when he has done all, _ 
af 
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all his doings and ſufferings droſs and dung; Chriſt 
being all ro him, and himſelf nothing. Hence faith 
Paul, Phil. iii. 8. 9. Yea doubtleſs, and I count all 
things but loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus my Lord for whom I have ſuffered the 
loſs of all things ; and do count them but dung, that 
1 may win Chriſt, and be found in him, not having 
mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs 
which is of God by faith. Hence there is no duty fo 
eaſy, nor burden ſo light, but he owns he is not 
man enough for it; yet none ſo difficult, nor heavy, 
but be will venture on it at the Lord's call. A my- 
ſterious life and practice. But our” ſufficiency is of 


God, 2 Cor. ili. 5. 


8:hly, The manner of the conduct and manage- 
ment of it is a myſtery. Kings of the earth have 
their ſecrets of government ; but they are but trifles 


in compariſon of the myſteries of God's government 


by Chriſt in the world, The maxims of govern- 
ment in the kingdom of Chriſt, and the manner of 
his management and conduct, are vaſtly different 
from thoſe of the powers on earth: J. lv. 8. 9. For 
my thoughts (ſays the Lord) are nat your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways. For as the heuvens 
are higher than the earth, ſo are my ways higher 
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts, 
Some of thele myſterious picces of management fol- 
low. It is the manner of this kingdom, | 
1. To prefer the moſt unlikely, baulking them 
that ſtand faireſt for the preference in all human 
pearance : Matith. xx. 16. The laſ# ſhall be firſt, and 
the firſt laſt; for many be called, but few choſen. 
There is a thread of this method going through the 
whole ceconomy of grace. Abel the youngeſt is pre- 
ferred to Cain, Shem to Japheth his elder brother, 
Jacob to Eſau, Ephraim to Manaſſeh, Moſes to Aa- 
ron three years older _ he, Exod. vii. 7. David 
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to ſeven brethren elder than he. He calls the fooliſh, 
and the baſe things of the world, paſſing by the wile, 
mighty, and noble, 1 Cor. i. 26. 27. 28. forecited. 
The myſteries of the kingdom are hid frem the uiſe 
and prudent, but revealed to babes, Matth. xi. 25. 
When the goſpel is to be preached, the cue muſt 
have the firſt offer; they muſt begin at Feruſalem, 
where Chriſt was crucified : for the deſign is to exal! 
the riches of grace. 

2. To let things go to an extremity, to the ut- 
moſt point of hopeleſsneſs, before a hand be put to 
help them, and ſet them right again. Hence ſaid 
Moſes, Deut. xxxii. 36. The Lord ſhall judge hi: 
people, and repent himſelf for his ſervants ; when he 
ſeeth that their power is gone, and there-is none ſhut 
up, or left. Pharaoh ſhall-not only inſlave the Jfrac!- 
ztes, but proceed to drown their males, before AH 
their deliverer is born: their bondage ſhall be hard- 
er than ever, ere they are brought out of £pypt. 
When they are out, they are beſet on all hands, and 
he ſeems to have them in a hoſe-net, ere he and they 
are freely parted. Haman carried his plot ſo far a- 
gainſt the Zews, that the decree was palled, the let. 
ters of execution writ, and the poſts diſpatched with 
them, before there was a turn. It is a maxim with 
men, to cruſh things in their beginnings, becauſe 
they may. prove too ſtrong for them afterwards : 
but our Lord takes the contrary method, to glorify 
the power of his hand, 

3. To give the ſharpeſt treatment to the, greateſt 
favourites. This is not the manner of men, but it 
is the manner of God. Hence ſaid the Pſalmiſt, 
Pſal. Ixxiii. 5. 14. They [the wicked] are not in 
trouble as other men ; neither are they plagued like 
ether men. For all the day long, have 1 [Alaph, 2 


. faint) been plagued, and chaſtened every morning. 


Never was one treated ſo hardly as the Son of the 
Father's boſom. And it is the ordinary method, that 
| the 
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the favourites of heaven are caſt down to the duſt, 
while his enemies are lifted up on high ; the former 
ſigh while the latter ſing. John Baptiſt is in the pri- 
ſon, while the inceſtuous Herodias is at a ball; her 
daughter danceth, and John Baptiſt's head is cut off, 
and brought in a charger to the inceſtuous woman 
to triumph over it. They have little {kill of the 
myſtery of God, that from their outward eaſe and 
proſperity gather the ſpecial love of God to them. 
On the contrary, whom the Lord loveth, he chaſten- 
eth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth, Heb. 


| X11, 6, As little {kill have they that conclude the 
| greateſt ſufferers are certainly the greateſt ſinners, 


It it be ſo, the Apoſtles were the worſt of men: For 
I think (lays Paul} that God hath ſet forth us the 
apoſtles laſt, as it were appointed to death. Fer we 
are made a ſpectacle unto the world,” and io angels, 
and to men, 1 Cor. iv. g. 1 

4. To mcet men with aſtoniſhing ſtrokes going in 
the way that God bade them, while they have a fair 
ſun- nine that are going in the way of their own 
hearts. Hence ſaid Solomon, Eccl. viii. 14. There is 
a vanity which is done upon the earth, that there be 
juſt men unto whom it happeneth according to the 
work of the wicked again, there be wicked men to 
whom it happeneth according to the work of the righ. 
teous. Jacob was bidden return to his own country ; 
but what ſtorms roſe on him by the way, one atter 


another! Mofes was bid go to Egypt on God's er- 


rand, yet he was in hazard of his life: but 7ongh 


flying to Tarſhi/h, got a ſhip as ready to take him 
in as he could have wiſhed. People are ready to 


judge of other mens actions, according to the out- 

ward aſpect of providence on them: A moſt uncer- 

tain and dangerous rule, which cannot miſs of ma- 

king them. condemn the generation of the righteous, 
and bleſs them whom the Lord abhorreth. 

5- To lay by accepted petitions, and let them long 

| lie 
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= lie by, time after time, while yet unacceptable re. 

1 © queſts are quickly granted. The people luſted after 

| fleſh, and they ſoon got their deſire ; they were 
bent for a king, and they ſoon got their deſire in 
that tov. But how many cries to heaven were-there 
among the Old Teſtament faints for the coming of 
the Mefſias, a promiſed mercy, which yet were not 
anſwered till ſome thouſands of years were run! God, 
while he flings a mercy to a carnal man uneaſy for 
it, will let his elect cry to him night and day for 
their mercies ere they get them, Luke xviii. 7. And 
many a long proceſs they may have before the throne 
depending many a year, ere they get their anſwer ; 
as is evident in the caſe of Abraham for a feed : yea 
they may be carried off the ſtage ere they be anſwer- 

ed, as in the cafe of the cloud of witneſſes, Heb. xi, 
13. who all died in faith, not having received the 
promiſes. And yet after all they are accepted, and 
the gracious anſwer is determined for them. 

6. To anſwer accepted prayers quickly with ſome 
| done terridie thing or other, which yet are to be gra- 
"NM _ ciouſly and bountifully anſwered in due time. Hence 
11 ſaid the Plalmiſt, P/al. Ixv. 5. By terrible things in 
4 þ rig hteeuſneſs, wilt thou anſwer us, O God of our fal- 
W# vation. The woman of Canaan got repeated trials 
114i of this, Matth. xv. 22.28. Moſes and Aaron go 
4 in at God's command to Pharaoh to demand his let- 
8 ting //racl go; and no doubt, they prayed for ſuc- 
| ceſs ere they went: but inſtead of that, immediately þ 

| 
1 


Iſrael's caſe is made far worſe than ever, Exed. v. 
Immediately providence takes a run directly contra- 
ry to what they had been praying for: this made 
Meſes himſelf ſtagger, as ye lee verſ. 22. 23. Aud 
| Maſes returned unto the Lord, and ſaid, Lord, where- 

fore haſt thou ſo evil intreated this people“ why is it 
"th . that thuu haſt ſent me? For ſince I came to Pharaih 
| to ſpeak in thy name, he hath dene evil to this people, 
neither haſt thou delivered the people at all. If at 
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any time ye have been praying for a mercy with 
particular concern and ſeriouſneſs, and quickly after 

rovidence ſeems to fly in the face of your prayers ; 
be not ſo weak, and fo ill ſeen in the myſtery of God, 
as to think, Now that is Heaven's final anſwer : no, 
it is but a trial, very uſual in the myſtery of God; 
which if ye learn not by hearing, you will be fair to 
get taught you by experience. 

7. To muſter up various impediments, make ma- 
ny imbarraſſments, and ſet up iron gates, in the way 
of ſome great good thing that is to be done for a 
perſon, a favourite of heaven. This was taught by 
the Apoſtles, Acts xiv. 22. who were employed in 
confirming the ſouls of the diſciples, and exhorting 
them to continue in the faith, and that we muſt through 
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. Some 
get their mercies with a great deal of eaſe; they drop 
into their lap like ripe fruit off the tree of com- 
mon providence. But the children of the covenant 
come not ſo eaſily by theirs; and the greater the 
mercy is, readily the more and greater are the diffi- 
culties in the way thereof. Eſau and his poſterity 
were ſoon and eaſily fettled in Edom, the land ap- 
pointed for them : but it was many a year after ere 
Jacob's poſterity was ſettled in Canaan, the land ap- 
pointed for them ; and they fought many bloody bat- 
tles before it. Abraham had the promiſe of a ſon; but 
behold the barrenneſs of his wife is rolled in the way 
of the promiſe ; and, as if that had not been enough, 
he and ſhe both grow ſo old, that it ceaſed to be with 
her after the manner of women. Much a like was 
it with Zacharias and Elizabeth, Luke i. 18. But 
this is for the honour of God, in making the iron 
gates open of their own accord, and bringing the 
promiſed mercy over the belly of the impediments. 

8. To ſet things on a run to bring in a mercy pro- 
miſled ; and then when it comes to the point, that 
one 15 juſt expecting to receive it, ſuddenly to cauſe 
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a'ſtop, and make a turn that makes it quite hopele(:. 
like. When the Meffras appeared, there were great 
hopes among the believing. cus of a glorious time 
for 1/rgel ;_ and theſe hopes were not vain : but they 
fuddenly met with a ſhock ; the Meſſias was cruci. 
fied, dead, and buried ; that made ſome of them like 
to loſe all their hopes. Hence faid the two diſciples 
that were going to Emmaus, Luke xxiv. 21. Ie 
truſt-d that it had been he which ſhould have redeem. 
ed Iſrael. This is a very ordinary piece of the divine 
conduct, the myſtery of God, firſt as it were to paſl; 
the ſentence of death on a promiſed mercy, to bury, 
and lay the grave-ſtone on it, and then to raiſe it up 
and bring it in. David had the promiſe of the king- 
dom: he is ſent for to court, has Saul's favour, is 
made general by him, gains the hearts of the people, 
1 Sam. xvii. Now things were on a run towards 
the accompliſhing of the promiſe. But behold, this 
run is ſuddenly ſtopt ; Saul ſeeks. his life, he is 
for many years hunted like a partridge on the moun- 
tains, thinks one day he will fall by the hands of 
Saul; and ſays in his haſte, Pal. exvi. 11: All men 
are lyars. So Moſes being bred up in the court of 
Pharaoh, had a ſecret intimation, that he would be 
the man who would. deliver J/rael, Accordingly 
when he was forty yeers old, he ſets himſelf to the 
work, Exod. ii. 11. &c. j but it miſgives in his hand, 
and he is in hazard of his life, and is forced to fice 
the country: and for forty years after that he lives 
retired in Midian, Acts vii. 23. Cc. by which time 
it would ſeem he had loſt all hope of the matter. 
Let was the work done in its due time. Such ſeems 
to have been the caſe with Zacharias, as ye will ſee, 

Luke i. 13. compared with verſ. 18. 

9. When a promiſed mercy is to be brought 
about, to lay by the moſt. likely and promiſing in 
ſtruments, from whence one has his expectation. 1! 
is a piece of the myſtery of God, in that caſe, 10 
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looſe their gripes one after another, till in end they 
have nothing left to gripe to but God himſelf in his 
word. Hence ſaid the Apoitle, 2 Cor. i. 9. We had 
the ſentence of death in ourſelves, that we ſhould not 
truſt in ourſelves, but in God which raiſeth the dead. 
Before J/rae! ſhould conquer Canaan, all the men of 
war among them behoved to be conſumed and dead, 
Deut. ii. 16. Joſeph had a fair proſpect of deliver- 
ance, when he ſo ſignally obliged a courtier, Pharaoh's 
chief butler: but the ungrateful man never mind« 
ed him, Gen. xl. 23. But the Lord doth this, that 
his own hand in the mercy may appear the more e- 
minent ; and he loves to employ unlooked for means, 
and unexpected inſtruments. So our Lord Jeſus let 
the boats go away; but came walking on the ſea, to 
the relief of his diſtreſſed diſciples. He ſays ſome- 
times to inſtruments of a good work, Hitherto ſhall 
you go, but no further. The great and good Maſes, 
that ſingular inſtrument for good to /racl, muſt be 
laid by, before they enter Canaan. 

10. To make uſe of hindrances of good things 
for furtherances thereof. Hence ſaid Paul to the 
Philippians, chap. i. 12. 1 would ye ſhould underſtand, 
brethren, that the things which happened unto me, 
have fallen but rather unte the furtherance of the go- 


ſpel. It was meet that Paul the Apoſtle of the Cen- 


tiles ſhould be at Rome, then the chief city of the 
world, to preach the goſpel there. He often purpo- 
ſed it, but was diſappointed. Hence he ſaid, Rom. 
L 13. Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
that oftentimes I purpoſed to come unto you, (but was 
tet hitherto), that I might have ſome fruit among 
you alſo, even as among other Gentiles, How got he 
thirher ? Why, there was a mob raiſed on him by 
the Jeus, he was taken priſoner by the Romans, toſſ- 
ed from hand to hand, till he was obliged to appeal 
to Ceſar, and then the Romans carried him to Rome. 
Jacob was brought into heavy caſe, by what befel 

G bis 
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his ſon Zoſeph but behold, that was the means of 
the ſupport of him and his family. Hence ſaid be 
on his death-bed, Gen. xlix. 24. His bow [ Joſeph's] 
abode in ſtrength, and the arms of his hands were made 
Strong, by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob. 
from thence is the ſhepherd, the ſtone of Iſracl. 
In the myſtery of God there is frequent working by 
contraries; providence driving ſtraight forward to the 
deſigned point, while it ſeems to us to be going 
quite againſt it. Chriſt cures the blind man putting 
clay on his eyes; Zaman goes unto the King to get 
Mordecat hanged, and by that very means is brought to 
lead bim through the city on horſeback, in the great- 
eſt pomp and ſplendor. Had not 7o/eph been put in 
the priſon, he had not come to the court. 

11. laſtly, To give weak backs heavy burdens to 
bear. Hence ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. i. 27. But 
God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world, 10 
confound the wiſe ; and God hath choſen the weak things 
of the world, to confound the things which are mighty. 
Thus he chuſed his Apoſtles fiſher-men, to fer up 
his kiogdom in the world, combat the learning of 
the ſchools, and the force of them who had the 
power of the ſword. The Apoſtle unriddles this my- 
ſtery, 2 Cor. iv. 7. But we have this treaſure in 
ear then veſſels, that the excellency of the power may 
be of God, and not of us. While he makes a werm 
threſh the mountains, to beat them ſmall, the great- 
er is the glory of the mighty hand that does it with 
ſuch a flail, J. xli. 14. 15. When Peter was 2 
young man, able to bear hardſhips, he was at eaſe; 
but when old, and leſs able, he got fore ones. Hence 
{aid. our Lord to him, Joh xxi. 18. Verily, verily / 
ſay unto thee, When thiu waſt young, thou girdedft thy- 
ſelf, and walkedft whither thou wouldeft + but wher 
thou fhalt be old, thou ſhalt ſtretch forth thy hands, 
and another ſhall gird thee, and carry thee whither 


thou wouldeſt not. If as the back grows weaker, the 
| burdens 


_ of it. 
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burdens to bear are increaſed, it is but an ordinary 
piece of management in the myſtery of God ; which 
accounts for that order, J. xl. 31. They that wait 
upon the Lord ſhall renew their /irength + they ſhall 
mount up with wings as eagles, they ſhall run and 
not be weary, and they ſhall walk and not faint. 

Many ſuch things are in the myſtery of God : but 
theſe condeſcended on ſhall ſerve for a ſwatch. 

THrikDLY, We are to conſider the myſtery of 
God as finiſhed with time. And here I ſhall ſhew, 

1/7, When it ſhall be finiſhed. 

zdly, Wherein the finiſhing of it lies. 

34ly, The import and conlequence of this finiſh- 


ing. 
Firſt Let us conſider when this myſtery of God 
ſhall be finiſhed. . 

1. It will be in the days of the voice of the ſe- 
venth angel. Now it is plain, the days of the ſeventh 
angel are come already : but then under it are com- 
prehended the ſeven vials; and we are come the 
length of the third or fourth vial. So that the fi- 
niſhing period of the myſtery of God is now running, 
and is well far on, The morning and mid-day of 
the myſtery is paſt, the afternoon of it well far ſpent, 
and we are in the time drawing near to the evening 


2. It will get the finiſhing ſtroke with the end of 
time; and time and it will end together. Iv will not 
be carried on beyond titne, and time will not end till 
it be done. Hence faith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xv. 24. 
Then cometh the end, when he ſhall have delivered up 
the kingdom to God, even the Father ; when he ſhall 
have put down all fule, and all authority, and power. 
At one and the ſame period, the world will end, and 
time with it, and the myſtery of God finiſhed withal. 

3. But the preciſe time of this event is kept a ſe- 
cret from all men ; which none of them are able to 
diſcover, nor ſhould they inquire into. Hence ſaid 
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our Lord, Maith. xxiv. 36. But of that day and 
howr knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, 
but my Father only, And faith Paul, 1 Theſſ. v. 2. 
For yourſelves know perfectly, that the day of the 
Lord ſo cometh as a thief inthe night. It is ſo order. 
ed on deſign to guard men againſt ſecurity, and to 
oblige them to watch. Hence ſaith the exalted Re- 
deemer, Rev. xvi. 15. behold, I come as a thief. 
Bleſſed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his gar- 
ments, leſt he walk naked, and they ſee his ſhame. 

Secondly, Wherein does the finiſhing of this my- 
ſtery lie? It lies in theſe three things following. 

1. The accompliſhment of the remaining p1 ophe- 
cies. Theſe are but few; the principal whereof are, 
the calling of the cus, and the total deſtruction of 
Antichriſt. That the Jews are to be called, is evi- 
dent from Rom. xi. 25. 26. J wionld not, brethren, 
that ye ſhould be ignorant of this myſtery, that blind- 
neſs in part is happened to Iſrael, until the fulneſs of 
the Gentiles be come in. And ſ0 all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved : 
as it is written, There ſhall come out of Sion the deli- 
verer, and ſhall turn away ungodlineſs from Jacob. 
And who can conſider, that though this people have 
been rooted out of their own land, and ſcattered a- 
mong the nations more than ſixteen hundred years, 
and yet remain a diſtin people ſtill, not incorpo- 
rated with nor ſunk in other nations, but they are 
reſerved by ſpecial providence for this notable event ? 
And ſo much of the prophecies of the downfal of 
the Antichriſtian kingdum is already accompliſhed, 
as inſures the total deſtruftion thcreof, according to 
the remaining part anent it. 

2. The gathering in of all the elect. There is a 
certain number choſen to life: thoſe that remain of 
them yet unborn, muſt be born into this world, till. 
the laſt perſon of that bleſſed roll is come forth. And 
they muſt alſo be born again, ard brought by faith 
into the kingdom of Chriſt. And then when r 
ele 
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cleft man or woman is born, and withal brought to 
Chriſt, the myſtery is on the very point of finiſhing, 

3. The completing of the falvation of the churcn 
of the elect. That was the end for which the my- 
ſtery was laid before time in the eternal counſel ; 
and that being obtained, it is finiſhed, 1 Cor. xv. 24. 
forecited. Hereto belongs the reſurrection of their 
bodies, the deſtroying of death the laſt enemy, and 
the preſenting of the whole company of the elect, 
from the firſt to the laſt man, ſpotleſs betore the 
throne. Hence faith Paul, Eph. v. 25. 27. Chrift lo- 
ved the church, and gave himſelf for it, that he 
might preſent it to himſelf a glorious church, not ha- 
ving / pot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing; but that it 
ſhud be huly, and without blemifh. And 1auh Jude, 
verſ. 24. 'New unto him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to preſent yu faultleſs before the pre- 
fence of his gli with exceeding joy, &c. Inis 
is the delivering vp of the kingdom to the Father, 
mentioned, 1 Cor. xv. 24. 

Thirdly, It remains to ſhew the impoit and con- 
ſequence of this finiſhing the myſtery of God. It 
is of greateſt importance to the honour of God, and 
to the children of men. For then, 

1. The eternal purpoſe of God concerning man- 
kind is fulfilled, the contrivance laid from eternity 
in the depth of wiſdom about them, is executed. 
From eternity the ſcheme was formed, the draught 
was made, and then the building is reared up ac- 
tually in conformity thereto, the head-ſtone 1s laid 
upon it. 

2. The covenant betwixt the Father and Chriſt 
the Second Adam is then fulfilled on both hands. In 
it there was a condition to be fulfilled by Chriſt. 
This he did complete near ſeventeen, hundred years 


380, paying the debt of the whole elect world. And 


there were promiſes on the Father's part to be ful- 
filed on the performing of that condition. A great 
part 
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part of theſe yet remain to be fulfilled : but then 
it will be done completely; and the promiſes be 
made good in every point to the head and to the 
members. | : 

3. Then the whole fiame of the ordinances, now 
or ſince Adam's fall, in uſe in the world, for bring. 
ing in of ſinners, and edifying of ſaints, is laid by, 
No more church-afſernbites, word and ſacraments, 
church-government and diſcipline, nor church. 
officers : theſe are as the ſcaffolding all to be 
taken down, now that the houſe is built, Eph. iv. 11, 
12. 13. And he gave ſome, apoſtles ; and ſome, pro. 
phets 5; and ſome, evangeliſts ; and ſome, paſtors und 
teachers: for the perfecting of the ſaints, for the 
work of the miniſtry, for the edifying of the body if 
Chrift - till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knewledge of the Son of Cod, unto a perfett 
man, unto the meaſure of the ſlature of the fulneſs if 
Chriſt. In theſe it was that the myſtery of God wa 
carried on; but the myſtery being finiſhed, there is 
no more need of them : but they will not be miſſed 
by them, who have through them been brought into 
the fellowſhip of the myſtery. Hence ſaith 7chn of 
the new Jeruſalem, Rev. xxi. 22. I ſaw no templ: 
therein: for the Lord God almighty, and the Lam, 
are the temple of it. 

4. Then the manner of the divine conduct towards 
mankind is altered fo, that it is quite new : Rev. x xi:5, 
He that ſat upon the throne, ſaid, Behold, I make all 
things neu. There will be no more trials and afflic- 
tions of the godly, and no more proſperity ot the 
wicked, as now. Now is the mixed dilperſation ; 
then comes the unmixed one, that where it is well, 
it is perfectly well; where ill, it is abſolutely il. 
An eternal ſun- ſhine then chears the godly, without 
the leaſt intercepting cloud; and an eternal gloom 
fits down on the wicked, without the leaſt gleam of 

ie 
5. Then 


ime. 


but then 
omiſes be 
nd to the 


ces, now 
or bring. 
5 laid by. 
:raments, 

church. 
Il to be 
H. iv. 11, 
"me, pro. 
tors und 
| for the 
e body of 
aith, and 
a perfett 
fulneſs i 
God was 
there is 
)e miſſed 
aght into 
John of 
0 temple 
be Lamb, 


towards | 


VU. XXl;5, 
make all 
nd afflic- 
y ot the 
nſation; 
t is well, 
utely il. 
without 
i] gloom 
gleam of 


5+ Then 


The Myſtery of God finiſhed with Time. 55 


5. Then Chriſt's conqueſt is compleat, his ene- 
mies made his footſtool, which he is this day in ex- 
pectation of, Hence faith the Apoſtle, Heb. x. 12. 
13. But this man, after he had offered one ſacrifice 
for ſins, for ever ſat drwn on the right hand of Cod; 
rom henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his 
footffool. Then ſhame covers the faces of all that 
oppoſed and lighted him; their profane tongues that 
they uſed in eontempt of him, and his holy religion, 
are ſilent in darkneſs; the ſerpent's head is quite 
bruiſed away, and his works utterly deſtroyed ; and 
he, and ſinners that believed him to their ruin, are 
together ſhut up in the pit. Then Chriſt and his 
followers have a total victory over fin, Satan, death, 
and the preſent evil world. 

6. Then begins the eternal marriage- feaſt to be 
held in the kingdom of God, when Jeſus Chriſt, the 
glorious Bridegroom, has brought home his bride, 
believers now eſpouſed to him, Matth. xxv. 10. 
The plenty, the glory, and the pleaſure of that 
feaſt mortals cannot comprehend : for in his preſence 
is fulneſs of joy, and at his right hand are pleaſures 
for evermore, Pſal. xvi. 11. Some ſips and drops 
bis people get now and then, more reliſhing than 
any of the dreggy pleaſures of this world; but ſtill 
there is a vail betwixt us and it, fo that we cannot 
know it. 

7. Then the door is ſhut, Matth. xxv. 10. No 
acceſs more, knock who will. No refuſer of Chriſt 
will then, though he may now, have liberty to take 
his word again; the myſtery is finiſhed, of which 
God's bearing fo long with ſinners makes a great 
part : but as God's ſhutting in Noah, was the bar- 
ring out of thoſe that were out ; ſo the eſpouſed to 
Chriſt being ſet down, there is, no acceſs for new 
gueſts. | 
8. Then the world ends, 1 Cor. xv. 24. forecited. 
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the myſtery of God in it ; and had it not been for 
that cauſe, it had been overthrown at Adam's fall: 
but then the myſtery being finiſhed, there is no 
more uſe for it; ſo fire is ſet to it as the ſtage of 
wickedneſs, a curſed world, wherein God has been 
ſo long diſhonoured. 

9. Then the myſtery is opened, and appears in a ful! 
light; though before vailed, the vail is then taken off. 
The ſaints were often puzzled with the difficulties of 
it; bar then they ſhall all be unfolded, and laid open 
te them, to the elearing of them, in a ſuitableneſs 
to the divine perfections, and becomingneſs to the 
divine wiſdom, juſtice, and goodneſs, to their eter- 
nal joy and conſolation. Hence faith the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor. xiii. 12. For now we ſee through a glaſs dark- 
ly ; but then face to face : now ] know in part; but 
then fhall I know even as alſs I am known. The 
wicked deſpiſed the myſtery, drew concluſions from 
it as it appeared to them, to their own ruin: but 
then it will be fo far opened to them, as they will 
ſee it worthy of God to their eternal ſhame and 
confuſion. Hence faith the Prophet, Mic. vii. 16. 
The nations ſhall ſee and be confounded at all their 
might. they ſhall lay their hand upon their mouth, 
their ears ſhall be deaf. 

10. laſtly, There will be no more myſtery of God; 
then it is finiſhed. It is for the exerciſe and trial of 
faith, that matters are carried on in that myſterious 
manner now: but then faith gives place to ſight and 
ſenſe. Not that ever men will be able fully to com- 
prehend the myſtery : but as far as the ſaints capa- 
city reacheth, it is cleared unto them: and the 
wicked will be no more liable to miſtake as to the 
way of the Lord's dealing with them. 


II. We ſhall conſider the relation betwixt the my- 
ſtery of God and time. We take it up in thele two 
particulars. 


1. Time 
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t. Time is the ſpace appointed for the myſtery of 
God its being executed; It was in all the parts of it 
laid indeed in the eternal counſels before time: the 
effects of it, or the ſtate it will bring mankind into, 
and keep them in, will be to everlaſting, when time 
is no more : But the execution of it, the beginning, 
carrying on, and finiſhing it, is in time; time bounds 
that before and behind. The myſtery is a building 
of God, wherein many hands are employed ; the 
pattern of it was drawn from eternity; it will be in- 


habited through eternity; but the building of it be- 


longs entirely to time; in it the foundation was laid, 
and in it the cape-ſtone will be laid on. 

2. The ſubſiſtence or continuation of time depends 
on the myſtery. Hence are the words of the text, 
The angel ſware by him that liveth for ever and e- 
ver, that there ſhould be time no longer; but the my- 
ſtery of God ſhould be finiſhed. The myſtery muſt 
be carried on and finiſhed, take what time it will; 
therefore time muſt wait on it, till it be done. Be- 
ing done, there is no more uſe for time, and ſo it 
ends. So it is for the ſake of the myſtery of God, 
not for the trifling concerns of men, that time is 
lengthened out. Had there been no myſtery. of God 
to have been carried on, time once polluted with fin, 
had ended foon after it began. 


Us E t. of Information. Hence we may learn, 

1. Whence it comes to paſs, that there is ſo much 
ſtumbling of wicked men at the divine conduct by 
Chriſt in the world. They can ſee no beauty in it, 
they cannot receive it, they are offended at it, they 
improve it to ruining purpoſes, againſt themſelves. 
This obtains fo univerſally, that our Saviour pro- 
nounces, Bleſſed is he whoſoever ſball not be offend- 
ed in me, Matth. xi. 6. The matter is; it is a my- 
ſtery, and their natural blindneſs hinders them to ſee 
it, ſo that they know it not: 1 Cor. ii. 14. The na- 
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tural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
Cod; for they are fooliſhneſs unto him neither can 
he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
They (tumble at the doctrinal part of the myſtery ; 
for there is in it what their reaſon cannot compre- 

hend; and becauſe it is ſo, many of them profeſſed- 
ly reject it, 1 Tim. iii. 16. They ſtumble at the pro- 
vidential part of it: Mal. iii. 15. Aud now we call 
the proud happy. yea, they that work wickedneſs, are 
. ſet up; yea, they that tempt Cod, are even delivered. 
That is a myſtery too, which one needs the light of 
the ſanctuary to let him into. Hence faith the 
Pſalmiſt, Pſal. Ixxtii. 16. 17. When I thought to 
know this, it was too painſul for me. Until I went 
into the ſanctuary of Cod; then underſiood I their 
end. 

2. How the godly come to have other thoughts of 
it; and true Chriſtians admire the beauty and glory 
of it, which carnal men deſpiſe. It is the myſtery 

of God, which he reveals to his friends and fearers 

of his name: P/al. xxv. 14. The ſecret of the Lord 

i with them that fear him; and he will ſheu them 
his covenant. John xv. I 5. Henceforth (ſaith Chriſt) 
] call you not ſervants ; for the ſervant knoweth not 
what his lord doth but I have called you friends; 
for all things that I have heard of my Father, I have 
made known unto you. They are let into the ſecret 
which others are not, and they get eyes to {ce what 
the ſharpeſt eye of unſanctified reaſon cannot per- 
ceive : Mark iv. 11. Unto you (faith our Lord to his 
diſciples) it is given to know the myſtery of the king- 
dom of God © but unto them that are without, all 
theſe things are done in parables. Therefore they 
ought to be thankful and humble, poſing themſelves 
with that queſtion, ho maketh thee to differ * The 
babes ſee what the wiſe, and prudent cannot diſcern ; 
| becauſe the Father has revealed the ſame to the one, 

and hid them from the other, Matth. xi. 25. 


3. No 
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3. No reaſon to deſpiſe religion, becauſe the 
world generally do fo. Religion is a myſtery ; the 
world is a blind world, and the blind cannot judge 
of colours. No bedy deſpiſes it, but thoſe who 
know it not; and it is raſhneſs with a witneſs to 
condemn what one knows not, P/al. ix. 10. John 
iv. 10. It is true, carnal men have an underſtanding 
as well as others, and in many inſtances of deeper 
reach than others : but ſtill it is but a natural under- 
ſtanding, that is not competent for the myſtery of 
God, which cannot be taken up but with a new un- 
derſtanding. Hence faith the Apoſtle, 1 79hn v. 20. 
And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath 
given us an underſtanding, that we may know him 
that is true. It is the king's favourites that are 


let in to the ſecrets of the government, not every 


body. 

4. Time is not continued as a ſleep without a de- 
ſign. The ſecure ſleeping world look on time as a 
_ that runs on by a neceſlity of nature; and be- 
cauſe they ſee now a new day ſtill ſucceeding the 
foregoing one, they think in effect it will always be 
lo. They conſider not the deſign of God in conti- 
nuing it, wherefore the ſun and the moon make fo 
many rounds, why one day as yet ſtill comes after 
another; but are apt to ſay as 2 Pet. iii. 4. Mhere is 
the promiſe of his coming ? for ſince the fathers fell 
aſleep, all things continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation. O that men would con- 
ſider, that it is lengthened out on a particular de- 
ſign ; which being compaſſed, it ſhall end for good 
and all ! 5 

5. It is not this world's buſineſs, but heaven's bu- 
ſineſs, that is the great deſign of the continuing of 
time. Ye are miſtaken if ye think, that the ſun riſes 
again, the new ſeed- time comes, ©c. juſt that ye 
may go to your work, and till and ſow, Cc. Nay, 
it is that the myſtery of God may be carried on : 
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and theſe things have no place but as appendages of 
the myſtery of God; and true Chriſtians will manage 
them ſo. Hence is that exhortation, Col. iii. 17. 
And whatſoever ye do in word and deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to Cod and the 
Father by him. Much lefs is it that men may carry 
on their myſteries of iniquity, which is almoſt the 
only thing that ſome profligate ſinners uſe their time 
for. But dreadful will their reckoning be, thai 
{ſpend in carrying on their myſteries of iniquity, that 
2 that is deſigned for carrying on the myſtery of 
God, 

6. The myſtery of God muſt be a matter of ſin- 
gular excellency, and of the laſt importance, that 
for it time is continued. It is ſo indeed, for the ho- 
nour of God, Hereby there is a revenue of glory 
raiſed to him in this world, where-ever that myſte- 
ry is declared: and as to thoſe places wherein it is 
not heard of, true believers honour him in entertain- 
ing awful thoughts of his ſovereignty, and the un- 
ſearchableneſs of his judgments, in keeping it wholly 
up from thoſe places, reverently waiting the open- 
ing of that part of the myſtery. But all theſe are 
but gleanings; the full harveſt of glory to God from 
the myſtery comes at the finiſhing of it. It is ſo 
likewiſe to mankind ; for upon that myſtery depends 
their eternal ſtate of well or woe, according as they 
receive or {light it. | 

7. The myſtery of God has, in the execution of 
it, been of long continuance ; but ir is drawing to a 
cloſe. Tt was begun in Paradiſe, in the promulgation 
of the firſt goſpel that was ever heard in the world, 
Gen. ili. 15. Several thouſands of years have paſt ſince 
in carrying it on. Many a time the world has been 
heartily weary of it, wiſhing to haye it at an end; 
not conſidering that time muſt end with it: fo that 
could they have effectuate it, they would but have 
drawn down the houſe on their own heads. And 
perhaps 
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perhaps the Chriſtian world was never more weary 
of it than at this day. But it is drawing to à cloſe 
now; and at the period God has fixed for its end, it 
will be finiſhed. 

8. laſtly, When there is no more time requiſite 
for the myſtery of God, there wiil be no more time 
for other things neither; time will end with it: for 
it is for the ſake of it that time is continued. 

Us k 2. of Reproef ; and that to thoſe, 

1. Who will have no myſteries in religion, but all 
within the reach of human reaſon. However, ac- 
cording to the ſcripture, it is a bundle of myſteries, 
Matth. xiii. 11. hid from the wiſe, chap. xi. 25. 
The foundation of practical religion is a myſtery, 
Eph. v. 32. The practice of it is a myſtery, Col. iti. 
3. Ie are dead, and your life is hid with Chriſt in 
God. Gal. ii. 20. I am crucified with Chrift + Ne. 
vertheleſs T live ; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me 
and the life which I now live in the fleſh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 


himſelf for me. See 1 Tim. iii. 16. Without contro- 


verſy, great is the myſtery of godlineſs : God was , 
manifeſt in the fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of 
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the” 
world, received up into glory. What reaſon can be 

aſſigned, why our God may not take trial of men, 
in believing him on his bare word, as well as obey- 
ing him on the mere intimation of his will ? 

2. Thoſe who deſpiſe the goſpel, as a weak and 
mean thing, looking on it with diſdain as fooliſhneſs, 
as it was to the 7ews and Greeks, 1 Cor. i. 23. A 
dangerous adventure! a deſpiſing of the myſtery 
of God, the myſtery of his wiſdom, vert. 24. 
They will be confounded at the finiſhing of the my- 
ſtery. 

3. Thoſe who improve it not, to the proper end 
of revealing jt to them; i. e. the ſalvation of the 
ſoul; like thoſe invited to the marriage of the 8 6 
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fon, who made light of it, and went their ways, onc 
to his farm, and another to his merchandiſe, Matth. 
XXII. 5. This is a neglect infuring ruin: Heb. ii. 3. 
Hou fhall we eſcape if we neglect ſo great ſalvation ? 

Us E 3. laſt. of Exhortation. And, 

1. Be not raſh in paſſing judgment on the ſtate of 
affairs in the world, while you ſee the ſeeming con- 
fuſions in your own caſe, of, others, or of the church. 
Wait the finiſhing of the myſtery. Then you wil! 
ſee ſurpriſing fights ; particularly, 

(1.) An admirable harmony betwixt jarring provi- 
dences and promiſes. They will meet in clole agree- 
ment; and it will appear that there. never was any 
real diſcord between them ; but that providence took 
the beſt way towards the accompliſhing of the pro- 
miſes : Deut. xxxii. 4. Cod is the rock, his work is 
perfect for all his ways are judgment : a Cod of 
iruth, and without iniquity, juſt and right is he. 

(2.) A beautiful agreeableneſs of ſmiling providen- 
ces in the cale of the wicked, to the divine perfec- 
tions. By theſe will appear the goodneſs, patience, 
c. of God, without any the leaſt marring of the 
divine faithfulneſs in the threatening. ' Hence ſaid 
Abraham to the rich man, Luke xvi. 25. Son, re- 
member that thuu in thy life-time receivedſt thy good 
thing e, and likewiſe Lazarus evil things; but now he 
is comforted, and thou art tormented. And faith the 
Prophet, J. iii. 11. Moe unto the wicked, it ſhall be 
ill with him for the reward of his hands ſhall be gi- 
ven him. | 

( 0 The baſe believers who took the myſtery on 
truſt, fully ſatisfied; the wiſe and prudent who 
would believe no further than they ſaw, confound- 

ed: 1 Cor. xiii. 12. For now we ſee through a glaſs, 
darkly ; but then face to face now 1 know in part ; 
but then ſhall I know even as alſo 1 am known. Matth. 
xxIii. 12. And he ſaith unto him, Friend, how my 
[hou 
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thou in hither, not having a wedding-garment * Ana 
he was ſpeechleſs. | 

2. Improve the myſtery while you have it, before 
it be finiſhed: for if once it be finiſhed, there will 
be no more method of grace and ſalvation for ſin- 
ners. The goſpel is the laſt ſhip for Immanuel's land. 
It will be finiſhed. in itſelf with .time ; but to you 
with the end of your time. 

(I.) Earneſtly ſeek of God by his Spirit the reve- 
lation of the myſtery to you, the ſaving knowledge 
of it, Matth. xiii. 11. forecited. For no man can 
have it without the Spirit, 1 Cor. ii. 14. forecited. 

(2.) Reſt not till ye be brought into the fellowſhip 
of the myſtery, Eph. iii. 9. By the goſpel ye are call- 
ed unto it, 1 Cor. i. 9. and by faith brought into it, 


' 1 John i. 3. 


(3.) laſtly, Carry always with you in remembrance 
the finiſhing of the myſtery, and time with it; that 
you may be inured to look on the preſent ſtate of 
affairs as paſſing, and to look for all things new. 
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